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INCENDIARISM IN MACQUARIE STREET    
Christine Yeats, RAHS Senior-Vice President

0IL� Q\� VW\� JMMV� NWZ� \PM� ^QOQTIVKM� IVL� Y]QKS� IK\QWV� Ja� I�
XWTQKM�KWV[\IJTM�JIKS�QV�� !!�\PM�J]QTLQVO��WVKM�LM[KZQJML�
I[�¹I�ÅZ[\� KTI[[� ZM[QLMVKM� QV�5IKY]IZQM�;\ZMM\º��UIa�PI^M�
OWVM� ]X� QV� ÆIUM[�1  At 2.00am on Tuesday 24 October 
� !!��8WTQKM�+WV[\IJTM�AI\M[�_I[�XI\ZWTTQVO� \PM�IZMI�VMIZ�
5IKY]IZQM�;\ZMM\��_PMV�PM�VW\QKML�\PI\�I�ÅZM�PIL�JZWSMV�
out in a four story building opposite the Botanic Garden. 
1UUMLQI\MTa�ITMZ\QVO�+WV[\IJTM�5K+IZ\Pa��_PW�\MTMXPWVML�
\PM�5M\ZWXWTQ\IV�.QZM�*ZQOILM��+WV[\IJTM�AI\M[�Z][PML�Wٺ�
to rouse the building’s occupants. The address of  the four 
story building was 133 Macquarie Street. Today we know it 
as History House.
<PM�PW][M�_I[�J]QT\�IZW]VL�� ���NWZ�/MWZOM�7ISM[�54)��
the member for Parramatta. By 1899 it had seen many 
KPIVOM[��1\�_I[�][ML�I[�I�XZQ^I\M�ZM[QLMVKM�]V\QT�� �!��<PMV�
it became the premises of  the Reform Club until Oakes’ 
death in 1881. The Warrigal Club used it between 1887 and 
�  !��)\�\PM�\QUM�WN �\PM�ÅZM�5Z[�2IVM�?IZM�_I[�Z]VVQVO�I�
boarding house on the premises. 
The Metropolitan Fire Brigade responded quickly to the 
telephone call. 

¹,Q[\ZQK\� WٻKMZ�?I\[WV� PI^QVO� KPMKSML� \PM� ÆIUM[� I\�
\PM�_QVLW_[��\WWS�I�TQVM�WN �PW[M�]X[\IQZ[��IVL�I\\IKSML�
\PMU� NZWU� \PM� QV\MZQWZ�� <PMV�� TMI^QVO� IV� WٻKMZ� QV�
KPIZOM�WN �\PM�WXMZI\QWV[�I\�\PM�JIKS��PM�_MV\�ZW]VL�\W�
\PM�NZWV\��IVL�PI^QVO�J]Z[\�WXMV�\PM�LWWZ��XZWKMMLML�\W�
QV^M[\QOI\M� \PM� M`\MV\� WN � \PM� ÅZM�� 1V[QLM� PM�UM\�)TNZML�
?IZM��\PM�[WV�WN �5Z[��?IZM��_PW�Q[�\PM�TIVLTILa�WN �\PM�
M[\IJTQ[PUMV\��?IZM�_I[�� \PM�WٻKMZ�[\I\M[��ITUW[\� N]TTa�
LZM[[ML��_Q\P�\PM�M`KMX\QWV�WN �KWI\�IVL�PI\��2][\�\PMV�IT[W�
5Z��;]XMZQV\MVLMV\�?MJJ�IZZQ^ML�_Q\P�I�LM\IKPUMV\�WN �
UMV�NZWU�\PM�PMIL�[\I\QWV�º2

Once the building was secured Superintendant Webb began 
PQ[� QV[XMK\QWV��0M� LQ[KW^MZML� \PI\� ÅZM� PIL� JZWSMV� W]\� QV�
���LQٺMZMV\�XTIKM[��)KKWZLQVO� \W� \PM�ZMXWZ\� QV� \PM�;aLVMa�
Morning Herald he noticed a strong smell of  kerosene on 
\PM�ÆWWZ��QV�\PM�_IZLZWJM[��LZM[[QVO�\IJTM[�IVL�QV�\PM�JMLLQVO�
of  the bedrooms. In other places there were charred and 
burned remains of  newspapers. The report pointed out 
\PI\� \PM�KWV\MV\[�WN � \PM�J]QTLQVO�_MZM� QV[]ZML� NWZ��������
_PQTM�\PM�J]QTLQVO��_PQKP�_I[�W_VML�Ja�5Z�)�?��7ISM[�WN �
<WWVOIJJQM��_I[�QV[]ZML�NWZ��������3 
Alfred Ware was subsequently arrested on suspicion of  
PI^QVO�[M\�ÅZM� \W� \PM�XZMUQ[M[��<PM� QVY]M[\� QV\W� \PM�KI][M�
WN � \PM�ÅZM�JMNWZM� \PM�+Q\a�+WZWVMZ�5Z� 2�+�?WWL[�IVL�I�
jury opened on 24 October 1899 and continued until 9 
6W^MUJMZ�� !!��1V�PMZ�M^QLMVKM�WV���6W^MUJMZ�5Z[�?IZM�
ILUQ\\ML�\PI\�[PM�PIL�JMMV�[WUM_PI\�VIQ^M�QV�PMZ�LMITQVO[�
_Q\P�5Z[�?I]OP�� \PM� NWZUMZ� XZWXZQM\WZ� WN � \PM� JWIZLQVO�
PW][M��,M[XQ\M� VM^MZ� PI^QVO� QV[XMK\ML� \PM� JWWS[� [PM� PIL�
IOZMML�\W�XIa�5Z[�?I]OP�������� NWZ� \PM�OWWL_QTT�WN � \PM�
business. After taking possession of  the premises from Mrs 
?I]OP��[PM�PIL�X]ZKPI[ML�[M^MZIT�P]VLZML�XW]VL[�_WZ\P�
WN �N]ZVQ\]ZM��5Z[�?IZM�IT[W�\M[\QÅML�\PI\�[PM�PIL�QV[]ZML�\PM�
KWV\MV\[�NWZ��������
)T\PW]OP� IKKWZLQVO� \W� PMZ� M^QLMVKM� [PM� _I[� LWQVO� OWWL�
J][QVM[[��5Z[�?IZM� PIL� I[SML� ITT� \PM� TWLOMZ[� \W� TMI^M� WV�
\PM�5WVLIa�JMNWZM�\PM�ÅZM�IVL�WVTa�\_W�[MZ^IV\[��\PM�KWWS�
Mrs Sarah Clarke and the housemaid Miss Alma Sandery) 
_MZM� QV� \PM� PW][M�� ;PM� [IQL� [PM� PIL� JMMV� IL^Q[ML� Ja� PMZ�
LWK\WZ�\W� TMI^M�\PM�PW][M�JMKI][M�PMZ�PMIT\P�_I[�JIL�IVL�
she intended to get things settled and then let the rooms 
\W� LWK\WZ[� IVL� TMI^M� \PM� PW][M� QV� \PM� UIVIOMUMV\� WN � I�
housekeeper. She added that she had put the business in the 
hands of  the agent and was trying to sell it. Asked whether 
[PM�PIL�ZMKMQ^ML�IVa�WٺMZ[�5Z[�?IZM�[IQL�¹aM[��[M^MZIT��J]\�
\PMa�KW]TL�VW\�XIa�[]ٻKQMV\�KI[P�º�)[SML�_PM\PMZ�IVa�WN �
\PM�WٺMZ[�KIUM�IVa_PMZM�VMIZ��������[PM�IOIQV�IV[_MZML�
¹aM[º�4  
<PM�R]Za¼[�^MZLQK\�_I[�\PI\�\PM�J]QTLQVO�I\�����5IKY]IZQM�
;\ZMM\�PIL�JMMV�¹NMTWVQW][Ta���_QTN]TTa�[M\�WV�ÅZM�Ja�)TNZML�
?IZMº�5  The Coroner then committed Alfred Ware for 
trial at the Central Criminal Court at Darlinghurst on 20 
6W^MUJMZ� � !!�� <PM� -^MVQVO� 6M_[� VW\ML� \PI\� )TNZML�
?IZM�¹_MTT�SVM_�\PI\��I\�\PM�\QUM�)TUI�;IVLMZa�IVL�;IZIP�
+TIZSM�_MZM�I[TMMX�\PMZMQVº��<PM�R]Za�_I[�VW\�IOZMML�IJW]\�
Mrs Ware although she too was committed for trial at the 
Central Criminal Court. Bail was refused for Alfred Ware as 
Q\�_I[�I�KIXQ\IT�WٺMVKM�6  
On 10 February 1900 Mrs Jane Ware and her son Alfred 
Ware appeared in the Central Criminal Court charged 
_Q\P�PI^QVO�WV����7K\WJMZ�� !!�UITQKQW][Ta�[M\�ÅZM�\W�\PM�
L_MTTQVO� PW][M� QV� 5IKY]IZQM� ;\ZMM\�� SVW_QVO� \PI\� )TUI�
Sandery was in the house. A second count charged them 
_Q\P� [M\\QVO� ÅZM� \W� \PM� PW][M�� *W\P� MV\MZML� I� XTMI� WN � VW\�
guilty. The Crown contended that the receipt of  insurance 
UWVMa�_W]TL�PI^M�MVIJTML�5Z[�?IZM�\W�[M\\TM�PMZ�TQIJQTQ\QM[��

Evening News, ���7K\WJMZ�� !!��XIOM��
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TMI^QVO� [WUM� UWVMa� TMN\� W^MZ�� 5Z[� ?IZM� _I[� IKY]Q\\ML��
There was nothing to connect her directly with the crime 
IVL�WV�\PM�VQOP\�WN �\PM�ÅZM�[PM�_I[�^Q[Q\QVO�PMZ�LI]OP\MZ�QV�
Manly. The jury was unable to agree on Alfred Ware’s guilt 
and he was remanded for trial.7  Mrs Ware died not long 
after the trial.
On 1 March 1900 Alfred Ware was arraigned at the Quarter 
;M[[QWV[� NWZ� UITQKQW][Ta� [M\\QVO� ÅZM� \W� \PM� L_MTTQVO�PW][M�
WN � 2IVM� ?IZM�� _Q\P� )TUI� ;IVLMZa� IVL� ;IZIP� +TIZSM�
QV[QLM��5]KP� WN � \PM� M^QLMVKM� ZM[\ML� WV� I� XWKSM\� SVQNM� QV�
his possession. Found on it were fragments of  candle wax 
similar to those found on the scene in 133 Macquarie Street. 
He was defended by Mr W P (Paddy) Crick and continued 
to protest his innocence. Alfred Ware was found guilty and 
WV����5IZKP��!���[MV\MVKML�\W�[M^MV�aMIZ[�XMVIT�[MZ^Q\]LM�8  
0M�_I[�ZMTMI[ML�NZWU�OIWT�WV���2]Ta��!����PI^QVO�[MZ^ML�Å^M�
WN �PQ[�[M^MV�aMIZ�[MV\MVKM��0M�LQML�WV���7K\WJMZ��!����
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