
ROYAL AUSTRALIAN HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
SUMMER/AUTUMN 2021  

ONLINE CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Book online at https://www.rahs.org.au/events/ or call us on (02) 9247 8001 
 

Date Time Event Presenter Member Friend 
FEBRUARY 
Wed 3 1pm – 2pm RAHS Day Lecture – On Foot in Australia: 

Walking as a Path to Knowledge 
Melissa Harper Free Free 

Wed 10 1pm – 2pm RAHS Special Lecture – Hearing Maud: 
Deafness in the Archives 

Jessica White Free Free 

Wed 17 11am – 1pm RAHS/WEA Workshop –  
The Street Where They Lived: Every 
Street Has a Story to Tell 

Various $32 $35 

MARCH 
Wed 3 1pm – 2pm RAHS Day Lecture – The Tasman Map: 

The Biography of a Map 
Ian Burnet Free Free 

Fri 12 1pm – 2pm RAHS Special Lecture – Indigenous 
Intermediaries and the Art of Encounter 

Tiffany Shellam Free Free 

APRIL 
Tue 6 7pm – 8pm Finding Your Ancestors: Researching 

Aboriginal Family History in NSW #1 
Various Free Free 

Wed 7 1pm – 2pm RAHS Day Lecture – The Tragic Story 
of Cassim and Abdullah 

Mark St Leon Free Free 

Tue 13 6pm – 8pm RAHS Annual General Meeting 
Wed 21 2pm – 3pm RAHS/ISAA Lecture –  

The Real Sacred River: Truth-telling and the 
Power of Regional Histories 

Grace Karskens Free Free 

Wed 28 11am – 12pm RAHS Special Event – Managing Local 
Societies in Changing Times 

Various $10 $10 

MAY 
Tue 6 7pm – 8pm Finding Your Ancestors: Researching 

Aboriginal Family History in NSW #2 
Various Free Free 

Wed 5 1pm – 2pm RAHS Day Lecture – That Luminous 
Moment: The ‘Wild and Enthusiastic’ 
Ways of Artist, Mystic and Republican 
Adelaide Ironside (1831-1867) 

Kiera Lindsay Free Free 

Wed 19 6.30pm – 
7.30pm 

NAW Evening Lecture – Tales of Sunny 
Corner: Gold Mining, Silver Smelting and 
the Birth of Broken Hill 

Iain Stuart Free Free 

Unless otherwise indicated, events are streamed online using Zoom. Joint RAHS/WEA events must be booked through 
WEA (02) 9264 2781 or https://www.weasydney.com.au 

 



RAHS Day Lecture – On Foot in Australia: Walking as a Path to Knowledge 
Wednesday 3 February 2021, 1pm – 2pm online via Zoom.  
Cost: Free 

From the earliest days of European settlement, colonists found pleasure in leisurely strolls through the bush, 
admiring the scenery, collecting flowers, sketching, bird watching and picknicking. Over time, walking for the 
sake of walking became the dominant motive for many. Bushwalking – serious walking – was invented.  

In this paper I explore the development of bushwalking as one of Australia’s most popular recreational pursuit. 
Where and how did people walk? And why did they do it given all the potential discomforts and even dangers? 
I argue that bushwalking became a means for people to better understand and to know both themselves and 
the nation itself. 

About the speaker: Melissa Harper is a senior lecturer in Australian Studies and Cultural History at the 
University of Queensland. Melissa is the author of The Ways of the Bushwalker: On foot in Australia (2007 and 
2020) and the co-editor of Symbols of Australia (2010). For many years she edited the Journal of Australian 
Studies. Melissa is currently writing a history of fine dining out in Australia since the 1960s. 

RAHS Special Lecture – Hearing Maud: Deafness in the Archives 
Wednesday 10 February 2021, 1pm – 2pm online via Zoom.  
Cost: Free 

From 2004 I spent fifteen years researching and writing about Maud Praed, the deaf daughter of nineteenth 
century expatriate Australian novelist Rosa Praed. Maud was sent to a school that taught her to speak rather 
than sign (a more natural mode of communication for deaf people) which made her life very difficult. 

In this presentation I will discuss the little-known history of deaf education, Rosa Praed’s beliefs about 
eugenics and the terrible impact this had on her daughter, and the ways in which my own deafness shaped my 
research and writing about Maud. I will conclude with a few thoughts about disability and history in the 
archives. 

About the speaker: Jessica White is the author of the award-winning A Curious Intimacy (Penguin 2007) and 
Entitlement (Penguin 2012), and a hybrid memoir about deafness, Hearing Maud (UWA Publishing, 2019), 
which won the 2020 Michael Crouch Award for a debut work of biography and was shortlisted for the Prime 
Minister’s Literary Awards. Jessica has received funding from Arts Queensland and the Australia Council for the 
Arts and has undertaken residencies and fellowships in Hobart, Rome and Munich. She is currently writing an 
ecobiography of Western Australia’s first non- Indigenous female scientist, nineteenth century botanist 
Georgiana Molloy. 

RAHS / WEA Workshop – The Street Where They Lived: Every Street Has a Story to Tell 
Wednesday 17 February 2021, 11am – 1pm online via Zoom.  
Cost: RAHS Members $32 | Non-members $35 
Bookings through WEA (02) 9264 2781 or online at https://www.weasydney.com.au/course/SWTLST  

Why not extend your research, and the thrill of discovery, beyond learning about your ancestors’ story and the 
houses where they may have lived to delving into the history of their street? Perhaps you have wondered who 
once lived in the street, who was nearby and how has it changed over time? You may believe that there is 
nothing out of the ordinary about the street and the surrounding suburb or locality but every street has a story 
to tell. Join Christine Yeats, Angela Phippen and Jenny Sloggett as they discuss the available resources and how 
to go about finding out more about the history of the street where they lived. 



RAHS Day Lecture – The Tasman Map: The Biography of a Map 
Wednesday 3 March 2021, 1pm – 2pm online via Zoom. Cost: Free 

Every visitor who passes through the vestibule of the Mitchell Library stops to admire the magnificent marble 
mosaic of the Tasman Map. Over a period of only forty years from 1606 to 1644 and based on sixteen 
separate discoveries, the first map of Australia took shape and was not to change for another 125 years until 
the British explorer James Cook charted the east coast in 1770. The story of these voyages of discovery and 
how the Mitchell Library managed to acquire this cartographic treasure will bring new recognition to an icon 
of both Dutch and Australian history. 

About the speaker: Ian Burnet has a B.Sc. degree in Geology and Geophysics from the University of 
Melbourne. He is the author of four books on Maritime History including Spice Islands and East Indies, which 
concerns the Dutch East India Company (VOC) and the history of the spice trade from Eastern Indonesia. In 
his latest book, The Tasman Map – The Biography of a Map, Ian uses his knowledge of this history to put the 
early Dutch exploration of Australia and the first European mapping of Australia into historical context. 
RAHS Special Lecture – Indigenous Intermediaries and the Art of Encounter 
Friday 12 March 2021, 1pm – 2pm online via Zoom. Cost: Free 

The Australian hydrographic expedition captained by Phillip Parker King (1818-22) produced a vast archive of 
journals, reports, log books, letters, maps, sketches and material collections. Within this collection, and at 
times well hidden, are narratives, traces, fragments and images of the Indigenous men who travelled with 
the expedition to the north-west and northern coasts of Australia. This talk reveals the ways in which the art, 
letters, journals and log books that the crew generated, offer a glimpse into the experience of these men as 
they voyaged on board this maritime expedition. The focus of the talk will be on the art that was produced in 
scenic observations, encounter scenes and portraits of Boongaree and Bundle. 

About the speaker: Associate Professor Tiffany Shellam, Faculty of Arts and Education, Deakin 
University, works collaboratively with Noongar people and historians, museum curators, archivists and 
librarians to critique the archives, unearthing hidden and alternative histories generated by encounters 
between Indigenous people and European explorers and setters in the early nineteenth century. 
RAHS Day Lecture – The Tragic Story of Cassim and Abdullah 
Wednesday, 7 April 2021, 1pm – 2pm online via Zoom. Cost: Free 

In this lecture, Mark St Leon will talk about the tragic story of Cassim and Abdullah, two Indian jugglers who 
were accused of murder in colonial New South Wales. 

About the speaker: Dr Mark St Leon is a retired university lecturer. He was previously Senior Finance Officer of 
the Australia Council. In 1991, he launched the Sydney Arts Management Advisory Group (SAMAG), now in its 
30th year of continuous, non-profit operation. He was recently appointed a Councillor of the Royal Australian 
Historical Society. He is the author of the definitive history of Australian circus, Circus: The Australian 
Story (Melbourne Books, 2011) and has written numerous monographs and articles on the subject 

RAHS Special Event – An Introduction to Managing Local Societies in Changing Times 
Wednesday 28 April 2021, 11am – 12pm online via Zoom. 
Cost: RAHS Members $10 | Non-members $10 (includes handout). Please Note: The cost will be credited 
towards the cost of registering for the full program of sessions later in the year. 
 

This session is an introduction to an extensive program of sessions dealing with the management of local 
societies, scheduled for later in the year. The introduction will look at three key areas of concern for local 
societies: 

• Governance and policy development 
• Arranging and describing your collection 
• Planning a digitisation project 

Our speakers will be Suzanne Holohan, Linda Emery and Christine Yeats. 



RAHS / Independent Scholars Association of Australia (ISAA) Lecture – The Real Sacred River: Truth-Telling 
and the Power of Regional Histories | Wednesday 21 April 2021, 2pm – 3pm online via Zoom. Cost: Free 

In 2017 human rights lawyer Professor Megan Davis called for a nationwide program of truth-telling through 
local and regional Aboriginal histories as an essential step towards Makarrata. These histories must 
acknowledge dispossession, frontier conflict and massacres, but Davis envisages more: deeper, fuller histories 
involving Aboriginal people themselves; histories that are alive to cultural and spiritual continuities, strategic 
negotiations, family and community, and the recovery and recognition of significant Aboriginal places and 
landscapes.   

How might such collaborative projects be established? How can traditional text-based research be revisited 
and reinterpreted for this kind of history? How can we use other records, like archaeological and art sites, 
maps and mapping, photographs, oral testimony, linguistics, ecology and landscapes and, most importantly, 
Traditional Knowledge?  

Regional history is a powerful way to explore the implications, possibilities and challenges of truth-telling that 
includes but goes beyond frontier violence and massacre history. I will present some of the findings from a 
current collaborative project, The Real Secret River: Dyarubbin. 

About the speaker: Grace Karskens is Professor of History at the University of New South Wales and the 
author of The Colony, winner of the 2010 Prime Minister’s Award for Non-Fiction. 
RAHS Day Lecture – That Luminous Moment: The ‘wild and enthusiastic’ ways of artist, mystic and republican 
Adelaide Ironside (1831-1867) | Wednesday 5 May 2021, 1pm – 2pm online via Zoom. Cost: Free 

In this presentation I discuss how the bewitching and bewildering archive of Adelaide Ironside, has led to fresh 
discoveries about women’s involvement in colonial politics and the influence of ‘new spiritualism’ upon the 
1840s and 1850, before reflecting upon how her ‘wild, irrational and impulsive’ life has also necessitated a 
more speculative way of writing her biography. 

About the speaker: Dr Kiera Lindsey is an award-winning historian and Senior Research Fellow conducting an 
Australian Research Council Discovery Early Career Research Award on speculative biography and historical 
craft. She has published book chapters and journal articles on biography, nineteenth-century history, women 
and marriage. Her first speculative biography, The Convict’s Daughter was published with Allen & Unwin in 
2018. Her second is concerned with colonial artist and republican, Adelaide Ironside, and will be published 
with Allen & Unwin. Kiera has been an on-camera historian and a regular guest on ABC Radio National. She is 
currently an executive councillor with the History Council of New South Wales. 

National Archaeology Week (NAW) Evening Lecture – Tales of Sunny Corner: Gold Mining, Silver Smelting and 
the Birth of Broken Hill | Wednesday 19 May 2021, 6.30pm – 7.30pm online via Zoom. Cost: Free 

Sunny Corner sits in the ranges between Bathurst and Lithgow with little evidence of its exciting history as a 
gold mine and then as a major silver mine in NSW and its surprising connection to the birth of Broken Hill. 
Since first assessing the remains of the Sunny Corner Mine, Dr Stuart has been quietly researching the history 
of mining and the most notable character associated with the mines John Dye LeMonte; once described as a 
“blow-hard Yank”. LeMonte provides the surprising connection between often wet and cold Sunny Corner and 
the burnt landscapes of the Barrier Ranges via Spotswood. 

About the speaker: Dr Iain Stuart is a historian and archaeologist with a long-standing interest in mining 
stemming from early trips around the mines of Bendigo and Castlemaine with his father. Sunny Corner has 
been a bit of a pet project for him since he undertook an archaeological and heritage assessment of the Sunny 
Corner Mine for proposed rehabilitation works. Apart from his interest in mining, Dr Stuart is a councillor of 
the RAHS and a board member of The International Conference on the Conservation of Industrial Heritage 
(TICCIH). He is a Principal at Artefact Heritage. 
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