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What is Trove? 

“Trove brings together content from libraries, museums, archives, repositories and other 

research and collecting organisations big and small.” (Trove) Trove homepage: 

http://trove.nla.gov.au/ 

Online help 

Trove Help: http://help.nla.gov.au/trove/using-trove  

e-Resources and Papers Past 

In addition to Trove the National Library of Australia and the State Libraries have a selection of 

material − including overseas and Australian newspapers − that library card holders can access 

online free of charge via eResource options. These can include subscription databases giving 

access to databases, ebooks and digitised text. Ancestry and Find my Past are not included. 

National and State Library e-Resources and New Zealand newspapers 

http://www2.sl.nsw.gov.au/eresources/ State Library of NSW e-Resources 

https://www.nla.gov.au/app/eresources/ National Library of Australia e-Resources 

https://paperspast.natlib.govt.nz/ Papers Past New Zealand 

Benefits of having a Trove account 

It is not necessary to have a Trove account to use Trove but if you do login you can: 

 Search within your personal list of libraries from your profile page. 

 Have a profile page to track your comments, tags and corrections 

 Organise content with your own tags 

 Contribute without completing a captcha challenge 

 Be ranked in the text correctors‟ hall of fame! 

 Merge editions of books 

 Create lists of useful items you've found 

 Programmatically query Trove using the API 

Trove help: https://trove.nla.gov.au/signup 

Getting to know the Trove Zones 

Trove is made up of ten zones. The zones group together similar types of content. Some items 

appear in multiple zones because they combine more than one format type.  

Trove Help: http://help.nla.gov.au/trove/using-trove/getting-to-know-us/inside-trove 

Searching Trove (simple and Advanced Searches) 

Trove Help: http://help.nla.gov.au/trove/about-trove/searching-guide 

Doing more with Simple Search 

The simple search box is at the top of each Trove page. The default search is “All” (all zones) – a 

search using a word or phrase will give results from all Trove zones. 

Tips to improve your search 

 Use the checkboxes (Australian content or online) 

 Broaden or narrow your search 

 Limit your search to a specific field (author or title) 

 Search for a phrase or for exact spelling by using the “text” or “fulltext” operators 
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 Refine your Trove results (This menu is located on the left hand side of search result 

pages and consists of a list of predefined filters and options to refine your search results.) 

Other search tips 

 Using the ~ (tilde) symbol − women botanists~2 − will match items with women and 

botanists within two words of each other. You also can use the wildcard and the tilde 

when using the Advanced search. 

 When searching for names beginning with Mc try searching as a phrase (i.e. mhugh or “m 

hugh” in addition to mchugh. 

 To search for terms that include punctuation run the terms together (i.e. oreilly and 214th 

battalion rather than o‟reilly and 2/14th Battalion).  

Trove Help: http://help.nla.gov.au/trove/using-trove/finding-things/power-searching  

Tags, Comments and Lists on Trove 

 A tag can be a topic, a place, an event, a person, your research progress. Tags can‟t be 

edited. They have to be deleted and a new one added. 

 Comments are annotations added by users to add more information about an item, for 

example names of the people in a photograph. 

 Lists help collect things together to help you organise your own work and to help others. 

“Lists” is a Trove zone. Lists are identified with the person who created them so you must 

log into Trove before creating or maintaining a list. 

Creating Lists on Trove 

 You to collect things together to help you organise your own work and to help others. 

 They can be public (visible by everyone) or private (visible only to you).  

 Public lists can still only be updated by you, but anyone can comment or tag them. 

 Lists are identified with the person who created them so you must log in to Trove before 

creating or maintaining a list. 

 To see all the public lists go to the “Lists” zone at the top of any screen. 

Saving Trove searches 

 Save the "article identifier" link and paste it into another document − for example Word. 

 Copy the address in the browser bar and paste it into a document and save the 

document. 

 Bookmark the page in your browser (s) − clicking the star icon at the top right of your 

browser window. 

The Australian Joint Copying Project (AJCP) and Trove 

The Australian Joint Copying Project (AJCP) began in 1948 and continued until 1997. The aim of 

the project was to microfilm records held in The National Archives UK – then known as the Public 

Record Office UK – which related to Australia. The scope of the project was later extended to 

New Zealand, the Pacific, most of South East Asia and the Antarctic. The collection, which dates 

from 1560 to 1984, includes material from UK Government Departments held by The National 

Archives and County Record Offices. It also includes personal archives and manuscripts in the 

Miscellaneous or M Series.  

The National Library of Australia is embarking on a project to digitise the microfilm reels and 

make them available on Trove. You can now browse the handbook and digital images of records 

by following the links from https://www.nla.gov.au/australian-joint-copying-project. Specific 

searches on collections, personal, family and organisational names and subjects can be done 

through the “Search the AJCP on Trove” portal on the same page 

Newspaper resources on Trove 

Digitised Newspapers (including some non-English papers) and Gazettes are the largest of 

Trove‟s collections with many millions of pages from over a 1000 Australian newspapers.” 
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(Trove). The Sydney Morning Herald goes up to 1954. The Canberra Times is the only major 

newspaper available beyond 1957. 

Government Gazettes on Trove 

The Sydney Gazette and New South Wales Advertiser was the first newspaper printed in 

Australia. It ran from 5 March 1803 until 20 October 1842 and served as a general newspaper 

and Government Gazette until 1832. Trove‟s Government Gazette zone includes digitised copies 

of the Government Gazette in NSW from 1832 to 2001, the NSW Police Gazette, 1860-1930 (See 

below) and the Commonwealth Government Gazette from 1901 to 1957. In most cases there will 

be additional records associated with the notices in the Government Gazettes. The official notice 

in the Government Gazette and may provide a starting point for your research.  

Trove Help: https://www.nla.gov.au/research-guides/finding-government-gazettes-getting-

started 

NSW Police Gazettes on Trove 

You can search the NSW Police Gazette in the Trove gazettes zone using the advanced search 

option and limiting the title to the “New South Wales Police Gazette and Weekly Record of 

Crime”. Scroll down the advanced search page until you see “Places and Titles”, click on show 

titles to display the NSW Police Gazette. 

 

Browsing on Trove (Newspapers and Government Gazettes) 

“Browsing can be a useful alternative to searching for a specific article or subject. Trove‟s 

digitised newspapers allow browsing using a series of columns that start with a small range of 

broad facets and allow you to browse all the way to specific articles.” (Trove)  

Newspapers and fun with QueryPic 

QueryPic was created by Tim Sherratt and it is a way of seeing, searching and understanding the 

digitised newspapers made available by Trove and Papers Past. You can search a term or 

placename over time through newspapers. This is the link: http://dhistory.org/querypic/create/.  

Journals, articles and datasets zone on Trove 

More than 300 journals (as at 20 November 2019) and many hundreds of thousands of articles 

have been digitised. The digital copies are searchable, viewable and downloadable but not 

everything in this zone is digitised. 

 For a list of the journals that have been digitised go to: 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/list?id=114531 

 For digitised journal titles coming soon to Trove go to: https://help.nla.gov.au/trove/for-

digitisation-partners/journals-coming-soon  

You can search the articles in the Journals zone using either the Simple or Advanced search 

options. You can also browse a particular issue.  

Trove Help: https://help.nla.gov.au/trove/trove-zones/journals-articles-and-data-sets#anchor-1 
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Refining your results in the journals, articles and datasets zone 

Once you get your search results can refine them by: 

 Place (Australia etc)  

 Title (Journal etc)  

 Format 

 Availability (online, access 

conditions, freely available)  

 Decade 

 Language  

 Category 

 Word count 

 Illustration 

 Australian content 

 Audience (Academic, general 

trade) 

 Database (list of databases)  

Searching for an article in the journals, articles and datasets zone 

Journals are indexed at article level. You can search for an article in a specific journal if you 

have: 

 the title of the article 

 the name and publication details of the journal 

 the NLA journal identifier and add this to your search. 

 the useful – and free - App developed by Tim Sherratt  

The NLA journal identifier 

When you get results from a simple search for the name of a journal you will get a page of 

information. Scroll down to see if the journal is also available online. If it is there will be a journal 

identifier. This is in the Trove record for the journal and has this format "nla.obj-68375465".If 

you click on it you will be taken to the home page for the journal where you can browse the 

digitised issues. You can also use the identifier to search the journal for particular topics.  

Narrowing your search with the journal identifier  

Copy the NLA journal identifier into Trove's search bar, with the quotes, and add any additional 

search words outside the quotes. For example, for online articles on suffrage in The Bulletin 

type: "nla.obj-68375465" suffrage. 

Searching the RAHS Journal on Trove 

The Journal of the Royal Australian Historical Society (JRAHS) from 1901 to 1954 has been 

digitised and is now available through Trove. Using the RAHS Journal, Magazine and Conference 

catalogue https://www.rahs.org.au/catalogues/as the starting point it is possible to access the 

digitised copy of the article in a few easy steps. 

Step 1: Search the RAHS Journal, Magazine and Conference catalogue. Searches can be done by 

Title, Subject, Author or all three options. For example, someone looking for an article about the 

writer Anthony Trollope‟s visit to the Australia colonies would type in ”Anthony Trollope” and 

select a Subject Search. A list of articles would be displayed. 

Step 2: Select the relevant article on the list. In this example it would be Anthony Trollope: 

travels and impressions in Australia (published in 1947). Click on the entry and then highlight 

and copy the title.  

Step 3: Go to Trove and select the Journals, articles and datasets Zone and paste “Anthony 

Trollope: travels and impressions in Australia” in the Search Box, using double quotes around the 

words in the title, and press Search. 

Step 4: The Results screen will display Anthony Trollope: travels and impressions in Australia, 

with the icon “View online Trove Digital Library” in the bottom right hand corner. 

Step 5: Click on the title line or the View online icon and the article will appear. 
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Tim Sherratt’s Trove Titles 

Tim Sherratt‟s “Trove Titles” app (https://trove-titles.herokuapp.com/) makes it easy to search 

Trove's collection of full-text digitised journals.  

Books on Trove 

You can limit your search to what‟s online (full text), Australian content or in my libraries. You 

can do a Simple or an Advanced search. If you do an Advanced search you can also nominate 

which library you want to check. If you are a registered Trove user you can set up your user 

profile so that Trove only checks the libraries you have selected. 

Tip: Before going to the library where Trove says the book is held check the library‟s catalogue 

(online or other) to confirm the book‟s availability 

Theses on Trove 

Trove contains almost a million theses. Some of these are in print format only; others are 

available online in digital format. 

To locate a thesis: 

 Go to the homepage of Trove, type in your search terms. 

 Tick the „Australian content‟ box below the search box. 

 Select the Books zone. 

 Choose the „theses‟ facet on the left-hand side 

 Change the „Sort by‟ option to Date (latest first) to view the most recently published 

theses. 

Trove Help: https://trove.nla.gov.au/general/theses#browserecent  

Maps on Trove 

As place names can change over time it is worth checking Geographical Names Board “place 

name Search” at: https://www.gnb.nsw.gov.au/place_naming/placename_search.  

The Maps zone contains records to maps, indexes, books and photographs, either external 

records or digitised items in Trove. The zone includes maps in a variety of format including 

Braille, Aerial Photographs and Large print. You can use Simple or Advanced Search. Not all the 

records that are listed in the zone have been digitised.  

Trove Help: https://help.nla.gov.au/trove/trove-zones/maps 

Diaries, letters and archives on Trove 

The zone includes personal and organisational archives, including diaries, manuscripts, letters, 

business records, photographs, posters, pamphlets and ephemera. 

You can use either a Simple or Advanced Search. 

Searches can be refined using these facets (not all are available for every set of results): 

 Place (Australia or International) 

 Format (Published or unpublished) 

 Availability (Online freely available or not) 

 Occupation (where it has been assigned) 

 Decade 

 Selected subject view (performing arts or music) 

People and organisations on Trove 

The People and Organisation zone provides integrated access to almost 900,000 records about 

people and organisations. The records come from a variety of Australian sources, including the 

Australian Dictionary of Biography and Obituaries Australia. 

You can use Simple or Advanced Search  

For a person or organisation record in Trove you can find: 
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 biographical information drawn from different contributors, grouped together into a single 

record 

 links to detailed information on contributor‟s websites 

 links to information about associated people and organisations 

 associated resources by or about the person or organisation across various formats: 

books and text resources, maps, musical sound recordings, sheet music, folklore and oral 

history, newspapers, websites, and 

 citable persistent identifiers. 

Trove Help: https://help.nla.gov.au/trove/using-trove/finding-things/finding-people 

The information in this handout is current as at 20 November 2019. 

Christine Yeats 

President 

Royal Australian Historical Society 
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Newspapers and gazettes zones − Guide to the Sidebar 
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Journals, articles and datasets zone − Guide to the Controls and Sidebar 

 

 


