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On 9 November 1888, Tamworth became the first city in Australia to have its streets lit by electric streetlights. 
Elizabeth Piper, the wife of mayor James Piper, turned the power on with a golden key and Tamworth’s residents saw 
52 electrical lights illuminate twenty-one kilometres of their city’s streets. The celebrations included another historical 
event – the heats and finals of a 130-yard running race which took place under the glow of four giant arc lights, making 
it the first outdoor athletics event to be held under electric lights. 

It is therefore fitting that Tamworth is the location of the 2019 RAHS Conference as our theme this year is Illuminating 
the Past. What do different historical records reveal about our past? How do we share our history with new audiences in 
an enlightening and informative way? What must we do to protect and share historical sources so that the vivid insights 
they provide don’t disappear into darkness? As well as exploring ideas based on our theme of Illuminating the Past, the 
2019 RAHS Conference is also a wonderful opportunity to learn more about Tamworth, with local historians revealing 
the important cultural and economic contribution that Tamworth and its residents have made to Australia. 

 

 
Paradise Garden, Tamworth, (1908), [RAHS Image Collection] 

 
PRE CONFERENCE EVENTS: FRIDAY 13 SEPTEMBER 2019  
 
Pre-Conference Drinks hosted by the Tamworth Historical Society  
 
5.30pm – 7.00pm Conference delegates can attend a pre-conference welcome reception at Calala Cottage 

(142 Denison Street, West Tamworth). Designed and built for Philip Gidley King in 1875 
(Tamworth’s first Mayor 1876), the cottage is furnished with items mainly from the late 
Victorian period. The event will be hosted by the Tamworth Historical Society and provides 
an informal opportunity to view the Calala Cottage Museum’s significant collections and 
exhibitions. The museum complex includes The Shepherd's Hut, which is Tamworth’s 
oldest building, as well as the Heritage Award winning Moonbi 'Beehive' School. 
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DAY 1: SATURDAY 14 SEPTEMBER 2019  
 

Session A Welcome and Keynote address 
8.00am Registration 
9.00am Welcome to Country – Leonard Waters 
9.10am Welcome, Housekeeping and President’s Address 
9.25am The Lesley Muir Address: Professor Martin Gibbs 

Finding Convicts and Convict Sites: A Job for Professionals, Community or Both? 
 

10.30am to 11.00am – Morning tea and book sales  
Note: Due to unforeseen delays with the NSW government’s media release, the 2019 Cultural Grant Awards could not 
be part of the program.  
 

Session B Spotlight on Tamworth  
Tamworth’s past will get the spotlight, with local speakers sharing stories on the different historical forces that have 
shaped Tamworth’s fascinating past. 
11.00am Tamworth: The Beginnings of the Town – Rodney Hobbs  

11.30am Goonoo Goonoo, AACo/ PRL&MCo and Tamworth – Dr John Atchison  
12.00pm Tamworth’s First Electric Street Lighting  – Ron Greer 
 

12.30pm to 1.30pm – Lunch and book sales 
 

Session C Shining a light on your collection 
Many conference delegates act as custodians for their local community and family collections, which have the potential 
to illuminate unique stories of the past. In this session we look at ways you can shine a light on your collection, ensure 
that it is preserved for posterity, and increase its accessibility to researchers. 
1.30pm Celebrating Our Documentary Heritage: Memory of the World Register – Christine Yeats  
2.00pm Current Ideas on Significance and Preservation Needs Assessments – Dr Marcelle Scott 
2.30pm Managing a Small Archive – Bill Oates 
 

3.00pm to 3.30pm – Afternoon tea and book sales 
 

Tours 
3.15pm – 5.00pm The Changing Face of Peel Street – A guided walking tour of Tamworth’s key street  
3.15pm – 5.00pm Tamworth Perspectives: Past, Present and Future – A guided bus tour of Tamworth’s historic sites.  
 

6.30pm Conference Dinner at the West Tamworth League Club  
 

 

DAY 2:  SUNDAY 15 SEPTEMBER 
 

Session D Historical Societies: Keeping the lights on 
Our popular business session will look at topics that will help you keep your local history organisation’s lights on, and 
also provide advice if the lights need to be turned off. We will also be presenting a number of awards to volunteers that 
highlight their contribution to local and community history. 
9.15am Business Session 
10.15am Awlas, Opium and Tractors: Local Histories in the National Archives – Dr Peter Hobbins  
10.30am Certificates of Achievement 
 

10.30am to 11.00am – Morning tea and book sales 
 

Session E Currents 
The practice of history requires you to be across current developments in information technology and governance. 
This session provides an opportunity to gain practical skills to support your history projects.  
11.00am DigiVol: Crowdsourcing Transcriptions Platform – Anna Namuren  
11.30am Historical Societies and Social Media: Staying in the Limelight – Suzanne Holohan 
12.00pm Update On The New Historical Land Records Viewer – Associate Professor Carol Liston 
 

12.30pm to 1.30pm – Lunch and book sales 
 

Session F Lights, Camera, Action  
The final session of the conference is sure to entertain and inspire as we explore the topics of travelling shows, early 
cinema, and the first domestic electrical appliances so we can understand how they shaped Australia’s social history.   
1.30pm The Sawdust Trail – Dr Mark St Leon 
2.00pm Home Talent: Australia’s Itinerant Filmmakers – Graham Shirley 
2.30pm Domestic Electricity – Elizabeth Roberts 
3.00pm Conference Close  

 
 


