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Mathew Trinca – History from the Ground Up

Kim Eberhard – Westpac Group Archives: An Introduction

Carol Rosenhain – Major James Malcolm Lean MBE: The Man who carried the Nation’s Grief 

John Carmody & Tim Robinson – “Will you help to set the bells ringing?” The contended and

colourful origins of the University of Sydney Memorial Carillon from 1915 to 1928 origins of the

University of Sydney Memorial Carillon from 1915 to 1928

Barrie Dyster – Looking again at Australian Lives

2018 RAHS Conference
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The 2018 conference, Surveying the Past, Mapping the
Present, saw delegates from 32 historical societies, as well
as independent historians, travel to Port Macquarie to
learn how to survey the past of their own community. 

Delegates were able to attend a variety of sessions that
ranged from Port Macquarie’s history, the usefulness of
business records, colonial surveyors and the legacies of
WWI. Jenna Bain, the Digital Media Leader at the
State Library of NSW presented a workshop on
Amplify – the Library’s platform for the delivery and
transcriptions of its oral history collections, while RAHS
Councillor Dr Peter Hobbins provided advice on how
to mark the centenary of the ‘Spanish flu’. Those who
attended tours either visited Port Macquarie’s Second
Burying Ground or went on a guided bus tour with
local Tony Dawson to uncover the area’s historic sites.
A bus breakdown worked in favour of those on the bus
tour as they were able to stop and visit the charming
nineteenth-century Roto House. 

The RAHS would like to thank everyone who contributed
to the success of this year’s Conference, especially Minister
for the Arts, the Hon. Don Harwin MLC for presenting
the 2018 Cultural Grant Awards, and Dr Mathew Trinca
for delivering the inspiring Lesley Muir Address. We
would also like to thank the RAHS Affiliated Societies
Committee, Port Macquarie Historical Society, as well
as all the speakers and delegates. A special thanks to all
those who supported the conference raffle, the proceeds
will go towards expenses relating to the NBN rollout at
History House. 

The 2019 Conference will be held in Tamworth on
Saturday 14 – Sunday 15 September at the West
Tamworth League Club. The RAHS Affiliated Societies
Committee are currently working with Tamworth
Historical Society on the program. 

We encourage you to save the day and also to book
your accommodation early. 

2018 Create NSW Cultural Grant
Recipients 
Adelong Alive Museum – $1,400 for the Adelong
Walking Map flyer

Albury and District Historical Society – $4,805 for the
project Digitising Border Morning Mail, Albury 1943

Armidale and District Historical Society – $500 for the
publication of Journal 61

Berry and District Historical Society – $946 for the
project Grave Misconceptions: Setting the record straight

Berry and District Historical Society – $946 for the
publication Up In The Hills: Farming in Upper Brogers
Creek

Blue Mountains Association of Cultural Heritage
Organisations – $980 for the Blue Mountains History
Journal Issue 9

Campbelltown and Airds Historical Society – $507 for
Grist Mills Volume 32 – 2019. Numbers 1,2 and 3.

Colo Shire Family History Group – $2,463 for the
publication St Stephens Church Kurrajong Parish
Registers Volume 4

Convict Trail Project – $407 for The Pick of the Great
North Road Volume 11

Cowra Family History Group – $3,525 for the
publication of Transcribed registers from St Johns
Anglican Church, Cowra

Dharug and Lower Hawkesbury Historical Society –
$1,546 for the Biography of Thomas Sharpe by Barbara
Appleton

Gymea Community Aid and Information Service –
$3,900 for the project Indian Sub Continent Oral
Histories of the Sutherland Shire

2018 Conference in Port Macquarie, NSW

Lynne Allen (RAHS Affiliated Societies Committee)
and Dr Mathew Trinca (Director of the National
Museum of Australia)
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Jindera Pioneer Museum and Historical Society –
$2,640 for the publication Jindera Pioneer Museum- A
book debut

Landcare NSW – $3,500 for the publication Long way
in a decade – History of Landcare NSW

The Orange and District Historical Society ¬– $4,750 for
the publication Father and Sons: The Daltons of Orange

Port Macquarie Historical Society – $3,500 for the
project Historic Port Macquarie Walking Tour brochure

Richmond River Historical Society – $3,540 for the
publication A stroll around the block: Exploring Lismore’s
CBD heritage

Royal NSW Bowling Association Ltd – $2,597 for the
John Young book restoration

Shoalhaven Historical Society – $990 for the
publication Saddlers of the Nowra District

Wagga Wagga and District Historical Society – $3,313
for the Migration of Dr Keith Swan’s audio collection

The Woodford Academy – $3,245 for the project Ettie’s
Diary

2018 Heritage Grant Recipients
Dr Jess Jennings – $4,000 for the archive collection for
researching the NSW Grain Milling Industry project

Pamela Harrison –  $4,000 for the publication Female
Staff in Maitland Gaol 1848-1900

Royal NSW Bowling Association – $5,000 for the
Bowls NSW Magazine Archive Digitisation project

The Sydney Children’s Hospital Network – $2,000 for
the Digitisation of Annual reports 1880-1975 project

 Tea Gardens and Hawks Nest Family Research Group
– $5,000 for the NOTA Newspaper Digitisation project

The Trustee for Newtown School of the Arts – $3,500
for the Newtown School of the Arts Heritage Research
Foundation project

Patrick Wilson – $3,500 for the publication Out of
Sight, out of mind: The forgotten heritage of Shantytowns
in NSW 1890-1955

2018 Certificates of Achievement 
Carolyn Dougherty – Berrima District Historical &
Family History Society

For her dedication and contribution to the Society
since 1999, including her role as Assistant Librarian
(2000) and Librarian since 2011. During this time,
Carolyn has managed the library, overseen the growth
of the collection and has retained the most

comprehensive collection of local material in the
Wingecarribee Shire. Carolyn has served on the
Management Committee at various times and
continues to make a valuable and worthwhile
contribution. 

Philip Morton – Berrima District Historical &
Family History Society

For his considerable contribution to the Society since
2008, including his time as Secretary and as the current
Publicity Officer. In this role, Philip has written
popular weekly articles for the press which has
enhanced the public face of the Society in the local
community. Philip’s computer and writing skills,
original ideas and readiness to participate have
substantially contributed to the Society’s progress. He
works tirelessly for the good and welfare of the Society,
generously offering to help and volunteering for
projects. 

Dianne Nolan – Macleay River Historical Society &
Kempsey Museum

For her work as Research Manager, which Dianne has
carried out efficiently and diligently. Since 2014,
Dianne has lifted the profile of historical research at the
museum and has continued to refine and improve the
research processes that now help all volunteer
researchers in answering research queries. Her ability to
retain useful knowledge and her skilful approaches
toward the investigation of ideas, questions and puzzles
relative to cultural heritage, locally and more widely,
are much appreciated.

Pamela Stewart – Marrickville Heritage Society 

For her commitment and outstanding service since she
first joined in 1989. During her time with the Society,
Pamela has served as Secretary, Vice President,
Membership Secretary and a Committee Member and
has always been valued for her practical suggestions and
assistance provided at various events and meetings. She
is a quiet achiever and has been the backbone to the
Marrickville Heritage Society.

Robin Knight – Port of Yamba Historical Society 

For his invaluable contribution in assisting with the
preservation and sharing of local history with the
community and visitors. Since joining in 2010, Robin
has volunteered at the Yamba Museum on a regular
basis and has significantly improved the management
of and access to, the collection. Some of his
achievements include: establishing a collection of 800
survey plans and 1250 land titles and collating early
photographs to create a popular new publication,
Memories of Yamba.
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2018 RAHS Certificates 
of Appreciation 
Jan Koperberg

Jan has served as an RAHS Councillor and has been an
enthusiastic and invaluable member of the RAHS
Affiliated Societies Committee (ASC). Her work as a
member of Blue Mountains Association of Cultural
Heritage Organisations, Blue Mountains Historical
Society and Blue Mountains Family History Society
means that she can provide useful insights into the needs

of our affiliates. This certificate is to honour her work as
a member of the ASC and in producing the RAHS e-
newsletter. Jan ensures that the e-newsletter is relevant and
informative for all RAHS members and friends, making
it a core component of the RAHS outreach program.

Elaine Phillips

Elaine’s work on supporting staff with RAHS projects
and general administration duties has been invaluable.
Her flexibility and willingness to help out wherever she
is needed has ensured that the RAHS office can operate
smoothly, particularly when staff are on leave. 

We are pleased to announce that the 2019 RAHS
Conference will be held in Tamworth on Saturday 14 –
Sunday 15 September at the West Tamworth League
Club. The RAHS Affiliated Societies Committee is
currently working with the Tamworth Historical
Society on the program. 

A message from Tamworth Historical
Society: 
Established in 1957 as the Peel Valley Historical
Society, our mandate is the preservation of our city and
region’s history. When you visit Calala Cottage
Museum you will discover a home designed and built
in 1875 by Philip Gidley King. King became
Tamworth’s first Mayor in 1876 and used Calala as his
townhouse, for meetings and welcoming important
visitors to the district.

The cottage is furnished mainly with items from the
late-Victorian era, with bequests from Tamworth
families including King and Cohen. The Society has
collected and preserved many items which are on
display in Calala as well as in other buildings in the
Museum complex. These include collections of
portraits, photographs, furnishings and clothing. The
kitchen is a fully equipped late-1800s style kitchen,
complete with bread oven, giving an insight into the
pre-electric and gas period. Situated on King’s Hill, the
museum complex includes the shepherd’s hut, a slab
building c.1840 – Tamworth’s oldest surviving
building. It housed the shepherd who was required to
care for large mobs of sheep. This is probably the only
such hut left of thirty-two that dotted the Australian
Agricultural Company’s huge holding. This hut and the
main Calala Cottage are the only original buildings on
the site. 

One of the most popular exhibits, 
certainly amongst the hundreds of 
school children who visit each year to learn about their
local history is the Moonbi ‘Beehive’ School. 

Calala Cottage Museum is owned by Tamworth
Regional Council; however our nationally significant
collection is maintained by our volunteer organisation
with the generous support of local service groups.

We look forward to welcoming everyone to Calala
Cottage Museum next year!

Save the Date – 2019 Conference 

From left: John Vickery (President of Tamworth Historical
Society) and Clive Smith (President of Port Macquarie
Historical Society) 
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Minister Harwin with recipients of the 2018 Cultural Grants. From Left to Right: Jan Koperberg (BMACHO), Elvin
Andrews (Richmond River Historical Society), Julie Anne Hopkins (Shoalhaven Historical Society). Minister Don
Harwin, Barbara Appleton (Hawkesbury Historical Society), Peter Gissing (Wagga Wagga and District Historical
Society), Clive Smith (Port Macquarie Historical Society), Carol Roberts (Colo Shire Family History Group), Andy
Vinter (Landcare NSW).

RAHS President Christine Yeats with recipients of the 2018 Heritage Grants, 2018 Certificates of Achievement, and
2018 Certificate of Appreciation. From Left to Right: Pamela Harrison (Heritage Grant Recipient), Jan Koperberg
(RAHS Volunteer), RAHS President Christine Yeats, Dianne Nolan (Macleay River Historical Society & Kempsey
Museum), Pamela Stewart (Marrickville Heritage Society), Robin Knight (Port of Yamba Historical Society), Elaine
Phillips (RAHS Volunteer).
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