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2016 RAHs conFeRence RePoRt    
Suzanne Holohan, RAHS General Manager

The 2016 RAHS Conference was held on Saturday 22nd 
– Sunday 23rd of  October at Centro CBD, Wollongong 
NSW. Delegates from over thirty historical organisations 
enjoyed two days of  talks that explored the theme ‘Times 
Are A-Changing – History and Innovation’. Events such 
as the launch of  Scandal, Slander and Interfering with our 
Neighbours by President of  Illawarra Historical Society, 
Lorraine Neate, and Saturday afternoon history tours, 
provided an opportunity to exchange ideas, connect with 
friends in history, and enjoy the charms of  Wollongong.
Aunty Bev Armer, of  the Yuin Nation, opened the conference 
on Saturday with a Welcome to Country. Aunty Bev spoke 
of  her experience of  growing up on the South Coast and the 
importance of  storytelling as a way of  encouraging young 
children to connect to their culture and Aboriginal heritage. 
This was followed by the presentation of  the 2016 Arts 
NSW Cultural Grant Awards by RAHS President, Associate 
Professor Carol Liston. Twenty-four organisations received 
funding, highlighting the diversity of  local and community 
history projects across New South Wales.

Associate Professor Grace Karskens delivered the 2016 
Lesley Muir Address. In People of  the River: Elemental 
Histories of  the Hawkesbury-Nepean River, Grace spoke of  how 
resources like Trove and Dictionary of  Sydney are impacting the 
practice of  history. She then discussed her own research on 
Aboriginal and settler peoples on the Hawkesbury-Nepean. 
Using a series of  four stories – Bush, Fords, Belief  and 
Country – Grace inspired audiences to research their own 
local communities, as there is still much to discover about 
Australian history.  
The Saturday morning session of  speakers examined the 
theme of  change and innovation through the prism of  
Wollongong’s history. Dr Glenn Mitchell spoke of  how 
historians have a duty of  care to ensure that an area’s 
industrial past is not forgotten, especially when the area is 
being rebranded and given a new image. 
Franca Facci gave an overview of  her work on the Migration 
Heritage Project and the role that migrant communities 
of  Illawarra have played in recording, protecting and 
promoting their migration history and heritage in the 
region. Franca was followed by archaeologist Alex Beben, 

Delegates take part in a History Quiz held during the RAHS Conference Dinner at Centro CBD [Photograph courtesy 
of  Ian Granland]
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whose presentation on two of  the largest excavations ever 
undertaken in Wollongong, incorporated aerial footage 
filmed by a drone.  
After a very productive lunch, which included networking 
and book sales, a series of  talks examined making the best use 
of  online resources. RAHS Senior Vice President Christine 
Yeats, discussed using Ancestry for local history. RAHS 
President, Associate Professor Carol Liston, joined Christine 
on stage for a discussion on Trove. Dr Jason Ensor concluded 
this session with a series of  case studies on publishing history 
in the digital age.  
On Sunday the conference opened with the 2016 Heritage 
Grant recipients being presented with their certificates. 
The contribution of  the work performed by volunteers 
was acknowledged with the presentation of  Certificates of  
Achievement and Certificate of  Appreciation. Delegates 
participated in the Business Session, which examined 
the joys and challenges of  running an historical society. 
It focused on managing relationships with local councils, 
the importance of  regularly reviewing constitutions, and 
financial sustainability. The session concluded with a 
presentation by Ray Walsh on Cowra NSW – the location 
for the 2017 RAHS Conference. Ray and his wife, Libby, 
are both members of  the Cowra Family History Group and 
the Cowra and District Historical Society.
A series of  talks on defining the role of  historical organisations 
in changing times followed the Business Session. RAHS 
President Carol Liston discussed how historical societies 
need to have a clear understanding of  the value of  the work 
that they provide and ensure that they have financial and 
governance processes in place to deliver it.  

Suzette Meade, President of  North Parramatta Residents 
Action Group, further explored this topic, providing insights 
into how historical societies can join forces with community 
advocacy groups in order to protect historical significant 
sites. A number of  past grant recipients then spoke of  
the importance of  their history projects to the broader 
community, giving examples of  the impact of  their work.
The final group of  speakers looked at audiences and 
thinking beyond the traditional history book. Dr Paul Irish 
spoke of  his collaboration with Aboriginal researchers, 
which resulted in the exhibition This Is Where They Travelled 
– Historical Aboriginal Lives In Sydney. Kim Phillips from Ryde 
District Historical Society introduced us to Mapping Ryde 
– an interactive database that aims to better preserve and 
improve the accessibility of  the Society’s collections. Leonie 
Knapman from the Berrima District Historical and Family 
History Society spoke of  her research and work to preserve 
Joadja, an historic town where thousands of  miners worked 
the rich kerosene shale deposit in the late 1800s. It was a 
fitting end to a conference that aimed to inspire others to 
research their own communities’ history and make others 
aware of  how legacies from the past impact the present.
The RAHS would like to acknowledge the contribution 
of  the delegates, speakers, volunteers, Affiliated Societies 
Committee, the Illawarra and District Historical Society 
and RAHS Councillors, volunteers and staff. The Society 
also raised $1,700 through raffle and book sales, which will 
contribute to a new sound system for the auditorium at 
History House. 

Joel Thompson of  Wollongong City Council leads a group on the Wollongong Heritage Trail, one of  the Saturday 
afternoon conference tours [Photograph courtesy of  Margaret Dalkin]
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2016 cULtURAL GRAnt WInneRs

Albury City Band ..............................................................................$4,000
150 Years Entertaining and Building Community
This publication will highlight the band's role since formation 
in 1867, in not only providing entertainment, but also in 
fundraising for local charitable organisations, especially in 
times of  hardship such as during the World Wars and the 
Great Depression. 

Armidale and District Historical Society .............$1,000
Publication of  Annual Journal No. 59
Publication of  this journal includes original research and 
talks presented each month to the Society. It has encouraged 
individuals to record their stories and is a valuable resource 
for other local and family historians.

Australian Society of  Lacemakers of  Calais Inc........... 
 $2,000
Digitising the Society’s Journal ‘Tulle’ and uploading to the 
Society’s website
All 131 copies of  the Society's Journal from 1982 – 2016 
will be digitised in searchable PDF files. These files will be 
uploaded to the Society's website as part of  their newly 
developed archive. 

Blue Mountains Association of  Cultural Heritage 
Organisations Inc. (BMACHO) ........................................$1,000
Blue Mountains History Journal Issue 7
To provide a refereed journal supporting original scholarly 
research and writing by local historians. As well as print 
copies, access to the online journal is free and downloadable. 
The Journal broadens understanding of  local history and 
encourages contribution of  papers based on own personal 
knowledge.

Bondi Icebergs ....................................................................................$3,500
Digitisation of  Historic Photographs and Race Records
Digitisation, cataloguing and publication of  historical 
club photographs and records dating back to the club's 
establishment in 1929. 

Campbelltown and Airds Historical Society ....$1,000
Grist Mills Vol. 30 No. 1,2,3The aim is to provide three 
journals each year, with local historical content. The articles 
may be especially researched, developed from a paper read 
to the Society, or submitted by membership. 

Central Coast Family History Society Inc. ..............$840
Digitisation of  ‘The Musters’ 1983-2016
To digitise ‘The Musters’ 1983-2016, which includes 118 
CCFHS journals of  4300 plus pages. The information will 
be produced in DVD and USB formats and provide a lasting 
legacy of  these journals. 

Deepwater Jockey Club .............................................................$2,000
Book of  Deepwater Jockey Club 1864-2017
To produce a publication about the annual horse races held 
at Deepwater Jockey Club since 1865. The races attract 
around 2000 visitors to this small rural town of  300 every 
year. The publication will cover the history of  the Club 
and races, as well as the historical background of  survival 
through both World Wars, and the Great Depression. 

Friends of  Bella Vista Farm Inc. ....................................$1,160
Bella Vista Farm Digital Photographic Records
Consolidation and collation of  the diverse photographic 
material, which records the history of  the farm. Digitisation 
of  photographs where possible and production of  an 

Recipients of  the 2016 Arts NSW Cultural Grant 
Awards presented by RAHS President, Associate 
Professor Carol Liston.

From L to R: Peter Gissing – Wagga Wagga 
and District Historical Society; Carolyn Gould 
– Friends of  Bella Vista Farm; Peter Meredith 
Allen OAM – Liverpool Genealogy Society, Willy 
Hall – Opus Sydney Opera House; Elizabeth 
Roberts – Hornsby Shire Historical Society; 
Graham Rawstron – Friends of  Bella Vista Farm; 
Robyn Florance – Shoalhaven Historical Society; 
Dianne Nolan – Macleay River Historical Society; 
Garry Darby – Kogarah Historical Society; Lola 
Cormie – Central Coast Family History Society; 
Noeline Kyle – Macleay River Historical Society; 
Judy Nicholson – Maitland City Council; Alan 
Fredericks – Thredbo Historical Society; Paul 
Wand AM – Australian Society of  the Lacemakers 
of  Calais; Vicki Andrews – Moorebank Heritage 
Group; Jan Koperberg – Blue Mountains 
Association of  Cultural Heritage Organisations; 
Carol Liston, RAHS President.

The Cultural Grants Program is an Arts NSW devolved funding program administered by the Royal Australian Historical 
Society (RAHS). The 2016 Cultural Grants listed were awarded at the RAHS Conference and presented by Associate 
Professor Carol Liston, RAHS President.
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annotated digital index to provide wider public access to 
photographic archives. 

Gymea Community Aid Information  
Service Inc. ..............................................................................................$4,000
Egyptian Life Stories of  the Sutherland Shire – Oral History Project
Oral history project to trace the history of  migration of  
Coptic Egyptians into Sutherland Shire. A short film will be 
made of  these interviews. 

Hornsby Shire Historical Society .......................................$800
Local Colour – Local history journal of  approximately 60 pages 
with the theme ‘Communicating’
This years journal will have the theme of  ‘Communicating’ 
– including articles on the role and changes of  the postman 
and telegram boy, the 400 feet high AWA towers which was 
home to one of  the earliest commercial wireless stations, as 
well as the shire being home to the deaf  and blind children 
school during WWII. 

Kogarah Historical Society ..................................................$4,000
St George Call – Digitalised on Trove 1931-1934
To digitise the St George Call on Trove. This is an important 
historical record of  this area, providing an unparalleled 
overview of  the social, political and sporting history of  the 
area. This will create access to this information for many 
future generations.

Liverpool Genealogy Society Inc. ..................................$1,100
Badgerys Creek Cemetery
The project is of  significant historical importance as it aims 
to identify and map all families located in the cemeteries 
prior to the graves being exhumed and relocated due to the 
construction of  the second airport at Badgerys Creek. 

Macleay River Historical Society .......................................$500
The Macleay Valley: A Collection of  Early Historical Studies
A publication of  a special edition of  the Macleay River 
Historical Society Journal to explore the early indigenous 
and settler experience. 

Maitland City Council ................................................................$2,500
Glebe Cemetery Digital Excursion Guide
Production of  a digital iPad based excursion guide for 
East Maitland Glebe Cemetery. This guide will support a 
curriculum unit and teachers’ manual on Maitland's first 
convict settlers. 

Moorebank Heritage Group ................................................$1,400
Liverpool Field Training Area NSW: From Colonial Times to 
WWI Period 
To raise awareness of  the significance of  the Liverpool 
Training area, through research and the development 
of  a suite of  10 trifold brochures, and other methods of  
disseminating this research. 

Moruya and District Historical Society ......................$400
Production of  the Society's Journal – issued quarterly

The journal allows us to present documented research into 
the people, places and happenings in this district. Many of  
the Society’s older members, who are no longer actively 
involved in the day to day running of  the Society, can 
contribute by providing local knowledge and stories, which 
are used in the journal. 

New England Regional Art Museum ..........................$3,000
Publication ‘Keep the Presses Running’
Publication and distribution of  a 450-page book by 
Benjamin Thorn about the Australian Printing Industry 
in the twentieth century. This publication includes the 
culmination of  past oral history projects that contributed to 
the research for this book. 

Opus Sydney Opera House Inc. ......................................$3,000
The Poisoned Chalice: Peter Hall and the Completion of  the 
Sydney Opera House
This book is intended to broaden understanding of  the 
history of  the Sydney Opera House, to give due recognition 
to Peter Hall and his team, and to draw attention to the 
significance of  the post-Utzon completion of  the building.

Shoalhaven Historical Society Inc. ..............................$2,500
The Changing Face of  the Nowra CBD
This project will record the extraordinary longevity of  
businesses in the CBD and capture the commercial and 
business stories for posterity. It is hoped the publication will 
engender a pride in Nowra's long history and encourage the 
community to be protective of  its heritage. 

Thredbo Historical Society Inc. ......................................$3,800
Thredbo 60th Anniversary Book Publication
With the 60th anniversary of  the Thredbo Ski Resort and 
Village in 2017, it is intended to produce a ‘coffee table’ 
book, which will feature the pioneers and legends who have 
contributed to the history and formation of  Thredbo. 

University of  Wollongong Library ................................$3,000
Pringle Album Conservation
This project will ensure the conservation of  an historical 
document of  record and access to this album in the archives 
at University of  Wollongong Library for study by researchers 
engaged with the history of  the Illawarra region. 

Wagga Wagga and District Historical  
Society Inc. ..............................................................................................$2,000
Newsfilm Migration Project
The conversion and conservation of  a large quantity of  
16mm news film footage currently housed at the CSU 
Regional Archives. 

Willawarrin Hall Committee .............................................$1,500
History of  Willawarrin Community Hall
To produce a publication of  the history of  Willawarrin Hall 
over the last 75 years. This book will be of  great use to the 
local community, especially to those who have recently come 
to live in the Macleay Valley. 
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2016 HeRItAGe GRAnt WInneRs

The City of  Liverpool and District  
Historical Society ............................................................................$1,000
To build a new Society website.

Braidwood and District Historical Society ........$1,600
For the project The Araluen School Register 1870-1972.

Danny Loyden ......................................................................................$1,500
For the documentary ‘History of  the Grafton Cycle Club’.

Howard Matthew ................................................................................2,600
For the documentary ‘The Vanishing Trades’.

Millthorpe Village Committee .........................................$1,500
For the publication ‘Historic Homes of  Millthorpe and District’.

Parkes Shire Council ...................................................................$2,000
For the Peak Hill Leisure Centre photographic restoration project.

Patrick Kennedy................................................................................$2,000
For the indexing and images for the publication ‘Long Bay’.

Port Macquarie Historical Society...............................$1,600
For the development and implementation of  a web-based audio 
guide for the Port Macquarie Museum.

St Paul’s Anglican Church, Burwood .........................$1,100
For the project ‘Burwood from Blackett to Bradman and beyond:
150 Years at St Pauls Anglican Church Burwood’.

Anna Sutton ............................................................................................$3,000
For The ‘Chinese Restaurants in Regional and Rural NSW’ 
photographic project.

Russell Workman .............................................................................$5,000
For the photographic project ‘Sydney Inner-West Shoptops’.

Wyong Family History Group .................................................$500
For the project ‘Restoring Wyong Flashbacks’.

Recipients of  the 2016 Heritage Grant 
Awards presented by RAHS President, 
Associate Professor Carol Liston.
From L to R: Glen op den Brouw 
– City of  Liverpool and District 
Historical Society; Russell Workman; 
Jane Carrick – St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church, Burwood; Tony Dawson – 
Port Macquarie Historical Society; 
Carol Liston, RAHS President.

Administered by the RAHS, the historical research and local archives grants are funded by the Heritage Council of  NSW. 
The 2016 Heritage Grants were awarded at the RAHS Conference, and are listed below. RAHS President, Associate 
Professor Carol Liston, presided over the presentation ceremony.

Jean Campbell
Botany Bay Family History Society
For her valuable contributions during her 22 years of  
membership with the Society during which time she has 

always taken an active part in the running of  the organisation, 
including holding various positions on the management 
committee. Jean oversaw the opening of  the Research 
Centre in 2006 and is responsible for the management and 
operation of  the centre. She held education classes and talks 

Certificates of  Achievement provide recognition to those members of  societies whose contribution is significant and 
noteworthy to their Society and the community. RAHS President, Associate Professor Carol Liston presented the certificates 
and lapel pins, and those honoured are listed below.

2016 ceRtIFIcAtes oF AcHIeVeMent
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Recipients of  the 2016 Certificates 
of  Achievement presented by RAHS 
President, Associate Professor Carol 
Liston. From L to R: Iain Carolin – 
Marrickville Heritage Society; Jean 
Campbell – Botany Bay Family History 
Society; Philip Lee – Macleay River 
Historical Society; Carol Liston, RAHS 
President.

Recipient of  2016 Certificate 
of  Appreciation – RAHS 
Member and Volunteer, 
Alison Billing

Alison Billing
RAHS Member
For her hard work in managing the RAHS Online 
Shop, where the Society sells new and pre-loved history 
publications. Thanks to Alison’s dedication, the RAHS has 
been able to maintain regular online sales and reach a new 
history-loving audience. 

2016 ceRtIFIcAte oF 
APPRecIAtIon

for the community and has been a valuable asset to the 
Society.
Iain Carolin     
Marrickville Heritage Society
For his considerable contribution to the Society in preparing 
newsletters, being a valuable member of  the Society since 
1991 and committee member since 2010. Iain has been 
a local newsletter runner for 15 years, coordinates and 
conducts the Society’s book stall, organises and stores the 
records at his home and many other necessary duties behind 
the scenes. The Society acknowledges his involvement and 
dedication.
Philip Lee     
Macleay River Historical Society
For his intensive work in lobbying for and securing funds to 
secure a property known as ‘The Shed’, which has allowed 
the Museum to expand, giving the Society extra storage 
space and housing an extensive library. Philip has been 
involved in other improvements to the Museum including 
facilitated online services. His inspiring enthusiasm to the 
community in general, including his support to the chronicle 
on WWI and its effects on the Macleay area, has been of  
assistance to many others as mentor. 
Phillipa Morris  
Mosman Historical Society
For her work for the Society, which has been carried out 
efficiently and enthusiastically on its behalf, particularly her 
response to numerous research requests on various aspects 
of  Mosman history. Phillipa also publishes an article on 
Mosman’s history in each of  the Society’s newsletters and 
she played a leading role in the development of  the Society’s 
Lost Mosman website which documents places that no longer 
exist.
Margaret Morrison  
Parkes & District Historical Society 
For her significant contribution to the Society and the local 
community at Parkes. Margaret is a life member of  the 
Society and has been a member for 40 years. She retired 
this year from the position of  Secretary after 20 years. She 

also worked on the Family Registers for the area and was on 
the committee looking after the Organ and Piano Collection 
and is still a regular volunteer at the Henry Parkes Museum 
at 90 years of  age. She assisted the committee working on 
the research of  the cemetery records. 
Helen Ruttley
Shoalhaven Historical Society
For her commitment and diligence while serving as Curator 
of  the Nowra Museum since 1993, including overseeing 
the successful implementation of  the digital systems. Helen 
has represented the Society on the Shoalhaven Heritage 
Study and the Shoalhaven City Council Heritage Advisory 
Committee, having served on the committee from 1993 
to 2011. The Society acknowledges her dedication to the 
preservation of  history.
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AFFILIATED SOCIETIES NEWS

The Royal Australian Historical Society wishes its 
members and friends a happy Christmas holiday season.

History House will be closed from 12pm Friday 23rd December 2016 and 
will reopen to the public at 9am Tuesday 3rd January 2017.

Bennett & Barkell Cycle Manufacturers – Employees Christmas Picnic, 1925 [RAHS Photograph Collection]

2016 – A YEAR OF SIGNIFICANT 
ANNIVERSARIES FOR MANY LOCAL 
HISTORICAL SOCIETIES
The Royal Australian Historical Society would like to 
congratulate a number of  its affiliated societies for reaching 
important anniversaries. It is a testament to the role that 
they play in their communities.
Founded 1976: Fortieth Anniversary
Berry & District Historical Society Incorporated
Great Lakes Historical Co-Op Society Ltd
Founded 1966: Fiftieth Anniversary
Albury and District Historical Society Incorporated
Grenfell Historical Society Incorporated
Gunnedah and District Historical Society Incorporated
Hornsby Shire Historical Society
Lake Macquarie and District Historical Society Incorporated
Mount Victoria and District Historical Society 
Sutherland Shire Historical Society Incorporated
The Balmain Association Incorporated

Founded 1946: Seventieth Anniversary
Blue Mountains Historical Society Incorporated
Founded 1936: Eightieth Anniversary
Newcastle and Hunter District Historical Society 
Incorporated
Richmond River Historical Society 

Applications for 2017 Arts NSW Cultural Grants will be 
moving to the online system SmartyGrants. This online 
grants system is used by many organisations, including the 
National Library of  Australia, the Office of  Liquor and 
Gaming ClubGRANTS and the Office of  Environment 
and Heritage. The RAHS will be planning workshops for 
applicants in early 2017. RAHS staff will also be providing 
support during the application process.   

2017 – RAHS ADMINISTERED 
GRANTS
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