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Scene from Murder She Said - based on the 
novel 4.50 from Paddington by Agatha Christie. 
With the help of maps and train timetables Miss 
Marple identifies the exact spot where the body 
was thrown from the moving train. 



Setting the scene: steam to electric 
�  The line from Sydney to Parramatta was officially opened on 26 

September 1855 with Locomotive No. 3 hauling the official train. 
(Locomotive No. 1 was out of service that day.) The journey of 14 
miles took 50 minutes. 

�  By Federation in 1901, all States except Western Australia were 
‘linked’ by rail. Three different gauges had been used. 
�  NSW: European standard gauge of 4ft. 8½ins.(1435 mm). 
�  Vic. & parts of SA: broad Irish gauge 5ft. 3ins. (1600 mm) 
�  Tas, QLD, WA & parts of SA: narrow gauge 3 ft. 6 ins. (1067 mm). 

�  Steam locomotion was used until the 1950s when diesel-electric 
locomotives began to take over. Steam locomotives were 
completely withdrawn in the 1970s.  

�  Diesel locomotives were considered faster and cleaner than the old 
steam engines, eliminated the heavy rocking motion of steam 
trains, causing less wear-and-tear on rail tracks and providing a 
smoother ride for passengers. 



The Main North Line 
�  The Main North Line (also known as the Great Northern 

Railway) was originally the main line between Sydney and 
Brisbane, running through the Central Coast, Hunter and New 
England regions then connecting with Queensland Railway's 
line to Brisbane at a break-of-gauge at Wallangarra in 1888. 

�  The first section was built from the port of Newcastle to Victoria 
Street, Maitland in 1857 and extended to Singleton in 1863, 
Muswellbrook and Murrurundi in 1872, Werris Creek and 
west Tamworth in 1878, Armidale in 1883 and Wallangarra, 
Queensland in 1888. The final section between Strathfield 
and Newcastle was completed when the Hawkesbury River 
bridge opened in 1889. 



The North Coast Line 
�  The North Coast railway line was built between 1905 and 1932, 

and when completed, bypassed the Main North line and 
provided a quicker route to Brisbane but its development was 
hampered by the many large rivers that had to be crossed. 

�  The first part of the North Coast line was built between Casino 
and Grafton in 1905, as an extension of a line from 
Murwillumbah.  

�  It was extended from Casino to Kyogle in 1910 and Brisbane in 
1930. The section from Maitland junction to South Grafton was 
opened progressively between 1911 and 1915.  

�  The bridge over the Clarence River at Grafton was the last 
section to be opened in 1932, with the completion of the 
Grafton Bridge. 

�  These days the main route between Sydney and Brisbane is 
the North Coast Line. This is the route we will be taking today. 



North Coast Line trains 
�  The premier trains on the North Coast line were the two 

daily services to Brisbane: 
�  the Brisbane Limited , and 
�  the Brisbane Express.  

�  The Brisbane Limited was the fastest service, stopping only 
at major stations. 

�  The Brisbane Express stopped at most stations north of 
Grafton and provided connections to services on the 
Murwillumbah branch. 

�  Sleeping cars operated on the Brisbane Limited from 1960.  



Our journey today 
�  The Brisbane Express,  following  the Sydney – Grafton – 

South Brisbane rail timetable leaving Central then through: 
�  Strathfield 
�  Hornsby 
�  Gosford 
�  Broadmeadow; Newcastle 
�  Maitland 
�  Dungog; Gloucester; Taree; Wauchope 
�  Kempsey 
�  Coffs Harbour 
�  South Grafton; Grafton 
�  Casino 
�  South Brisbane. 

Source: NSW Railways Printed Timetable, 1950 NRS 15904 



Source: NSW Railways Printed Timetable, 1950 NRS 15904 



Source: NSW Railways Printed Timetable, 1950 NRS 15904 



Working timetables  
�  For the use of railway employees only.  
�  Include details for both passenger and freight trains.  
�  In addition to tabulating the stations at which the trains 

were scheduled to stop, and their arrival and departure 
times, they also provide: 
�  ticket prices, freight rates, cargo loading and discharging 

schedules, shunting arrangements plus speed restrictions on 
particular railway lines.  

�  The records also contain instructions for the checking of 
tickets, luggage, and parcels plus explanations of Railway 
by-laws and signal practices.  

�  Alterations and amendments to prices and schedules 
because of holidays, "public events", or special trains are 
sometimes listed. 



Tourist map SRNSW 



Railways and tourism 

In 1938 Management of the 
Tourist Bureau was transferred 
to the Department of Railways 





The Reserve Bank of Australia Pre-Decimal Inflation Calculator tool (http://
www.rba.gov.au/calculator/annualPreDecimal.html) calculates the change in cost of 
purchasing a representative ‘basket of goods and services’ over a period of time.	  





Railway	  Refreshment	  Rooms	  
�  “From Coffs Harbour to Cooma, and Maitland to Moree, 

elegant dining areas awaited travellers... 
�  In days gone by, of course, rail users had little choice 

but to take their time.  
�  Steam trains needed intensive maintenance and 

journeys could stretch all day and into the night. 
Trains would stop at stations for long enough to allow 
everybody to disembark, have a meal with table 
service and get back on board without a rush.” (SMH 
10 August 2005) 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FHS1Np5KBEI 



Central Railway Station, Sydney - snack bar on Assembly 
Platform, January 1920 (Source: SRNSW) 



Central Railway Station Refreshment Room, Sydney - dining 
room, December  1948 (Source: SRNSW) 



Images of the Central Railway 
Station, Sydney - mobile 
buffet service, April 1948 
(Source: SRNSW) 



Central Station indicator board 
�  Where all journeys commence... 
�  The indicator board stood on the assembly platform Central Station 

for 76 years. It had  22 vertical panels on which passenger train 
information was displayed - the departure time, platform number 
and station names at which trains would stop.  

�  It was entirely mechanically operated from floor level by station 
staff through a series of rods, reduction gears, cranks and 
counterweights.  

�  In 1982 the State Rail Authority of NSW, replaced the indicator 
board with twenty 66 cm television monitors.  

�  The board, which is now on display at the Powerhouse Museum, 
was set up to represent an entire Sunday in 1937. 
 



c. 31 December 1906 (Source: SRNSW) 



24 April 1962 (Source: SRNSW) 



Powerhouse Museum  - Indicator board set for 1937 



Depart Central: 8.03 am   

Interior of railway carriage 
showing twinette room in the 
sleeping car on the 'Brisbane 
Express‘ – Date: by 31/12/1961 
(Source: SRNSW) 

C3801 locomotive at Central 
Railway Station, Sydney (NSW) 
15 April 1954 



Second Class Carriage - Federal 
City Express, nd. (Source: SRNSW) 

Note the use of images to decorate the interior. 
Such images were used in NSW country trains 
from the late 1930s to the late 1960s to promote 
tourism and rail travel (Source: SRNSW)  

Contrast with the modern day version of the same 
approach. (Richmond-Windsor Line 2013 C. Yeats) 



Strathfield: 8.18 am 

Class AD6002 'Garratt' locomotive 
on trial trip at North Strathfield on 1 
August 1952 (Source: SRNSW). 

The first platforms were opened 
as Redmyre in 1877. The name 
was changed to Strathfield on 29 
August 1900. The current 
platforms were completed on 7 
March 1927. In addition, a 
platform and building was erected 
at the up end of platform 8 which 
provided a mortuary receiving 
facility. This was subsequently 
converted to a store for the 
Railway Refreshment Room on 
the station. 



Hornsby: 8.45 am 

Hornsby Railway Station looking north, c. 1900 (Source: Wikipedia Commons) 



Before the Hawkesbury Bridge  
�  On 7 April 1887, the single line section of railway track was 

opened between Hornsby and the Hawkesbury River. 
�  Passengers and goods heading north were unloaded at the 

River Wharf platform located on the eastern end of Long 
Island. Between 1886 and 1889 they boarded a double-
decker, rear paddled-wheeled steamer named ‘General 
Gordon’ which took them out into Broken Bay, up Brisbane 
Water and into Gosford where they could rejoin trains 
heading north.  

�  Once the 1.6-kilometre (0.99 mi) long Woy Woy Tunnel was 
completed, the three hour trip was considerably shortened 
as the boat only had to cross the river and negotiate the 
lower reaches of Mullet Creek to reach Wondabyne railway 
station. 





Paddle steamer General Gordon on the Hawkesbury, circa 1898, built by Tom Davis at Terrigal in 1886. 

Source: http://www.pittwateronlinenews.com/ss-phoenix-and-general-gordonpaddlewheeler-history.php 



The two Hawkesbury Bridges  
�  The Union Bridge Company (New York) was awarded the 

contract to construct the bridge in January 1886. The bridge 
was officially opened on 1 May 1889. 

�  Cracks had begun appearing in the bridge in the 1930s and 
with increased traffic (up to 100 trains a day) during World 
War II replacement became urgent. 

�  Work commenced on the new bridge in July 1940 and it 
opened for traffic on 1 July 1946. The new bridge was 
positioned 60 metres (197 ft) to the west or upstream of 
the original bridge.  

�  Upon completion of the new bridge, the old bridge was 
removed. The sandstone capped piers remain. 



New and Old Hawkesbury Bridge, Hawkesbury River, nd  (Source: SRNSW) 



Class AD6004 'Garratt' locomotive going across the Hawkesbury Bridge 
(NSW) 18/11/1952 (Source: SRNSW) 



Source: Flickr Commons https://c1.staticflickr.com/9/8651/16651719355_d974a5b9ca_z.jpg 



Gosford: 9.33 am  

Avoca Beach, Gosford c.1950 (SRNSW)  

View of Brisbane Water, Gosford, nd. (SRNSW) 

Gosford Railway decorated for the visit of 
Queen Elizabeth 11] 9/2/1954 (SRNSW) 



Broadmeadow and Newcastle 

Overhead view of Newcastle Railway Station 13 February 1956 (Source: SRNSW) 

Broadmeadow : Depart 10.57am 
Waratah: Depart 11.04 am 



Maitland: 11.29 am (Paterson 12.00) 
�  Station opened as West Maitland on 27 May 1858 and 

changed to Maitland on 1 April 1949. 

Maitland Railway Station 31 December 1956 (SRNSW) 



Railway level crossing, High Street, Maitland, looking towards Maitland. High 
Street Railway Station can be seen on left, c.31 December 1911 (Source: SRNSW) 



Maitland Railway Station  

These images of the 
Maitland Railway Station 
under water c.1930 are 
from negatives in the Bert 
Lovett collection. It is part 
of the Norm Barney 
Photographic Collection, 
held by Cultural 
Collections at the 
University of Newcastle. 



Dungog: 12.40 pm   
Derailment at Dairy Farmers Siding near Dungog (Source: SRNSW) 



SMH 26 April 1920 



Gloucester: 2.05 pm 

Source: SRNSW 



Taree: arrive 3.30 pm depart 3.40pm 

Taree Railway Refreshment Room  - 12/07/1947 (Source: SRNSW) 

Time for 
a cup of 

tea? 



Travel brochures (Source : SRNSW)	  

Why not take a side trip to Port Macquarie? 



Wauchope: 5.05pm 

Transporting logs to Wauchope (NSW nd. (Source: SRNSW) 



View of Kindee Valley near Wauchope (NSW) nd. (Source: SRNSW) 



Kempsey: arrive 6.45 depart 6.55  

First train into Kempsey Railway Station , 27 November 1917 (Source: SRNSW) 



Kempsey Railway Station 22 October 1962 (Source: SRNSW) 



Mobile sawmill, Kempsey, nd. (Source: SRNSW) 



Sherwood Bridge over the Upper Macleay River, Kempsey (Source: SRNSW) 



Trial Bay – north of Kempsey 

Source: https://outoftheboxaustralia.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/trial-bay-goal.jpg 



Public Works Prison: Trial Bay 
�  The prison was occupied early in 1886 and closed in 1903. 
�  It was for the detention of male prisoners under the "An Act 

to substitute other punishments for transportations beyond 
the seas" and the Criminal Law amendment Act, and its 
population were subject to hard labour.  

�  The Public Works prison was loosely modelled on the 
Intermediate Prison at Lusk, Ireland). The purpose of the 
prison was to establish a breakwater to provide 'a harbour 
of refuge' for the Department of Harbours and Rivers. 

�  It was used as an internment camp in WWI to house 
German internees. 



Old Trial Bay Gaol, Trial Bay, nd. (Source: SRNSW) 



Trial Bay Gaol cell block 

http://www.south-west-rocks.org/gallery/sights/gaol/slides/041%20Trial%20Bay%20Gaol_May_2005_IC_0261.html 

State Records 
NSW has an online 
index and digital 

copies of the  Trial 
Bay Photograph 

Description Books 

(Source: SRNSW)	  



Coffs Harbour: arr 8.19 pm dep 8.42 pm 

Coffs Harbour Railway Refreshment Room – 9 September 1947 (Source: SRNSW) 

A chance for 
another hot 

drink or other 
refreshments  



Glenreagh: 9.37 pm 
�  Glenreagh is a small town in the Clarence Valley  in 

the Northern Rivers region of north-eastern NSW. At 
the 2006 census, Glenreagh had a population of 422 
people. 

�  It is on the North Coast railway line, completed to 
Glenreagh in 1915.  

�  A picturesque branch was opened from Glenreagh 
to Dorrigo in 1924, but was difficult to maintain due to 
the steep terrain and high rainfall and it was closed in 
1972 after a washaway.  

�  The Glenreagh to Ulong section was proposed for 
reopening as a heritage tourist railway by 
the Glenreagh Mountain Railway. 



https://nwmanson.files.wordpress.com/2014/09/peter-leonard-7.jpg 

Glenreagh Station 1998 



Grafton: arr 10.43 pm dep 10.47 
�  Background 

�  In the absence of a bridge across the Clarence River at Grafton, 
ferries were used to convey mainly goods wagons, but 
sometimes passenger cars and locomotives, from one side to 
the other.  

�  Passenger trains generally terminated at the stations (north and 
south sides); passengers always disembarked and crossed by 
launch or punt.  

�  The Clarence River was the only place in Australia where 
specially-designed vehicles were used to transport railway 
vehicles across a waterway. 

�  Two steamships, the ’Swallow’ (in 1924)  and the ‘Induna’  (in 
1926), were converted for use as ferries. 

�  The opening of the Grafton Bridge in 1932 completed the 
Sydney – Brisbane line as the first standard gauge inter-capital 
link. 

South Grafton 
Arrive: 10.29 pm 
Depart: 10.30 pm 



Clarence River - vehicle ferry, train punt 11/08/1929 Photograph albums of 
Mr L. G. Watt (Source: SRNSW) 



Grafton Bridge, nearing completion, train punt, 25/09/1931 (Source: SRNSW) 



Grafton Bridge over Clarence River showing Bascule span lifted to let shipping through. "Southern Cross" 
aeroplane has been added to the photograph. State Library of NSW Call no. : BCP 06934 c.1932 



SMH 19 July 1932 

The Sydney to Brisbane coastal railway was 
completed on 7 May 1932 when the 
Clarence River Bridge opened for rail traffic. 
It was the first interstate railway built to a 
‘uniform’, standard gauge (the track is the 
same inside width of 4 feet 8½ inches or 
1435 mm throughout its length). The final 
link joining Grafton to Brisbane is of 
national engineering significance. 



Clarence River Bridge, Grafton (Source: SRNSW)	  



Source: SRNSW 

Published 2009 



Casino: arr 12.40 am dep 1.15 pm  
Casino Railway Station decorated for the visit of Queen 
Elizabeth 11 10/02/1954 (Source: SRNSW). 



The North Coast Line - spiral 
�  The North Coast Line features the Cougal Spiral, which is 

one of only two spirals in NSW, connecting NSW with QLD 
through Richmond Gap.  
�  ‘A spiral (sometimes called a spiral loop or just loop) is a 

technique employed by railways to ascend steep hills. A railway 
spiral rises on a steady curve until it has completed a loop, 
passing over itself as it gains height, allowing the railway to 
gain vertical elevation in a relatively short horizontal distance. 
It is an alternative to a zig-zag, and avoids the need for the 
trains to stop and reverse direction while 
ascending’ (Wikipedia).  

�  The Bethungra Spiral between Cootamundra and Junee is the 
other spiral. 

 



Cougal Spiral 

‘The railway lines needs to climb at a steady ruling gradient from Kyogle to the 
summit at a tunnel at the border between the two states.’ (Source: Wikipedia) 

Brisbane Limited on Border Spiral above #1 Spiral Tunnel, 1940 

Cougal 2.52 am 



Source: http://www.engineersaustralia.org.au/sites/default/files/GraftonBrisbane_Railway_Nomination.pdf 



South Brisbane: 5.17 am 
�  In 1930, South Brisbane became the site of the Southern 

Brisbane (Interstate) Station and the terminus of 
the standard gauge railway from Sydney to Brisbane. 

Pedestrians crossing 
the road in front of 
South Brisbane 
Railway Station, 1954.  



List of sources 
�  State Records NSW 

�  NRS 15297 - Working timetables 
�  NRS 15904 – Public timetables 

�  NRS 16401 – Historic Notes and References 

�  NRS 16410  - Albums of Travel and Advertising Brochures  

�  NRS 17420 - State Rail Authority Archives Photographic 
Reference Print Collection 

�  Other key sources 
�  TROVE – Newspapers and images 

�  State Library of NSW 
NRS= NSW Record Series 
 
 
 



Thank you. Are there any questions? 

C3806 locomotive at the Eveleigh workshops SRNSW 


