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The great Divide:  
getting there from here
The conference will examine place and 
landscape; museum collections; new family 
history resources; society management  
and commemorating the past.

saTurDay 2 & sunDay 3 
noveMBer 2013 

Katoomba rsL 
86 Lurline Street Katoomba NSW

Friday Pre-conference events for attendees
 - State Records Tour

 -  Welcome drinks at 5.30 pm at historic Hobby’s Reach hosted by the  
Blue Mountains Historical Society

Conference Highlights
 -  Presentations by local and specialist historians

 -   Opportunities to network with other historical societies around NSW and learn about the 
latest approaches to local and community history 

 -   Choice of walking tours of Carrington Hotel, its industrial surroundings or Katoomba Street

 -  Saturday night Conference Dinner at Katoomba RSL

 -  Announcement of Arts NSW Cultural Grant and Heritage Grant recipients 

 -  Awards of RAHS Certificates of Achievements

We hope you can attend to what is shaping up to be an informative and entertaining conference  
where ideas of local and community histories can be shared and enjoyed. 

For further details see 
the booking form inserted 
with this edition of History 
Magazine. Updates and 
additional information are 
available on RAHS website, 
eNewsletter and  
by contacting us on  
02 9247 8001 or 
history@rahs.org.au

Evans Crown [RAHS Frank Walker Crossings Collection] 

Railway Station and Carrington Hotel, 
Katoomba, NSW 1885 
[RAHS Photograph Collection] 
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Welcome to this souvenir edition of  History magazine 
marking the Blue Mountains Crossing Bicentenary. The 
RAHS was in on the ground for this historic milestone 
when it set up the Western Crossings Committee in 2010 to 
bring together everyone planning activities for 2013-2015 
to mark the bicentenaries of  Blaxland, Lawson and 
Wentworth’s first crossing, Evans’s survey, Cox’s Road and 
the founding of  Bathurst. Inaugural Committee Chair 
Emeritus Professor David Carment and Blue Mountains 
MP Roza Sage met with the Premier and the result was a 

grant of  $80,000 which the RAHS partly distributed to community events and 
partly committed to RAHS legacy projects. Roza became a familiar face during 
2013 and we hope she will be able to attend our State History Conference in 
Katoomba in November. This magazine includes reports on projects we funded 
as well as a Blue Mountains theme to some of  our regular features. One of  
the key characteristics of  the 2013 commemorations is that the perceived 
Triumphalism of  the past has been tempered by the spirit of  Reconciliation, 
with involvement of  the Darug and Gundungurra Aboriginal communities in 
many of  the commemorative events. This is set to continue in 2014 as the focus 
shifts to Wiradjuri territory west of  the Mountains. As Chair of  the Western 
Crossings Committee for the past 12 months, I was greatly honoured to receive 
an Award of  Excellence for my contribution to the Bicentenary at the recent 
Blue Mountains Lithgow and Oberon Tourism Awards, along with Dr Siobhan 
Lavelle OAM and (in absentia) Emeritus Professor David Carment AM.

Dr Anne-Maree Whitaker 
Guest Editor
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This souvenir issue of  History magazine is dedicated to the bicentennial celebrations 
of  one of  the most important events in the history of  NSW and Australia – the crossing 
of  the Blue Mountains in 1813.

On 11 May 1813 Gregory Blaxland, William Lawson and William Wentworth set out 
to cross the Blue Mountains in search of  improved agricultural land. The resultant trek 
cut a viable route to the fertile plains beyond the mountains, now known as the Great 
Western Highway. This opened up the growing colony, leading to the establishment 
of  Bathurst.

It is warming to see that so many people still recognise what the crossing means 
and I commend the Royal Australian Historical Society for their tireless work in the 
bicentenary commemorations. This includes the Blue Wave Re-enactment of  the 
crossing, sponsorship of  Crossing! the play, and the Western Crossings Foundation.

The RAHS should also be commended for supporting the Gundungurra Aboriginal 
Heritage Association who offer Ancestral Pathways, the transcending of  the mountain 
from west to east using traditional Aboriginal pathways. This will be a highlight of  the 
National Festival of  Walking in October and maintains the connection that Aboriginal 
people have with the mountains as the traditional custodians of  the land.

I hope you enjoy this souvenir issue of  History.

Barry O’Farrell MP 
Premier 

MESSAGE FROM THE PREMIER bArrY O’FArreLL Mp

eNewsletter
Royal Australian Historical Society
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upcoming history events and news?
Do you have an Australian history 
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The staff  at the RAHS hope you enjoy this special issue 
of  History magazine. As well as thanking the Premier for 
the grant, we would like to also thank all our volunteers 
who provided support to the Western Crossings Projects. 
Furthermore, the opportunity that the grant gave us to work 
with other organisations and to implement new web pages 
and software was a great experience. The lessons we learnt 
and relationships that we built will help support future 
RAHS projects and initiatives. 

Building relationships with sister organisations and regional 
members has been one of  the most favourite parts of  my 
role. The Spring Calendar of  Events includes excursions 
organised with the coordinators of  National Archaeology 
Week; a panel discussion hosted with the Australian Society 
of  Archivists; a History Week Event with National Archives 
Australia; workshops with the Oral History Association and 
lectures hosted by ASHET. I also have to thank Macquarie 
Group, my previous employer, for allowing RAHS members 
and friends to view the Macquarie Group Art Collection.

On page 24 there is a story on the RAHS Dubbo Seminar. 
Many who attended will be coming to the RAHS Conference 
which provides a great opportunity to network with others. 
Although social media is a useful tool it still cannot beat 
talking face-to-face with people and sharing ideas over food 
and wine. We are therefore planning for more events both at 
History House and at regional venues.

OuT AnD AbOuT wITH THE ExEcuTIvE OFFIcER

bIcEnTEnARY SOuvEnIR bADGES

In 1913 to mark the centenary of  the First Crossing 
the RAHS produced a souvenir medal which was 
presented to around 1200 school children attending 
the commemorative event at Mount York on 28 
May. The children came from schools at Parramatta, 
Wentworthville, Seven Hills, Prospect, Emu Plains, 
Lawson, Leura, Katoomba, Blackheath, Mount Victoria, 
Lithgow, Bowenfels, Marangaroo, and Portland.

In 2013 thanks to the grant from the Department of  
Premier and Cabinet, a similar project saw a modernised 
version of  the medal and a far wider distribution. This 
time the souvenir was a button badge, and over 14,000 
were sent out to school children throughout the Blue 
Mountains and Emu Plains areas. The badge design 
featured lettering overlaid on the Mount York Pavilion, a 
feature of  the medal design of  100 years ago. 

The school badges were also designed not just to be a 
memento to be put away in a drawer but something to be 
worn during all the crossings commemoration festivities. 
RAHS President Dr Anne- Maree Whitaker and RAHS 
Councillor Dr Siobhan Lavelle were therefore delighted 
to see students from Blaxland High School wearing their 
badges on the opening night of  Crossing (see pp 4 - 5 for 
full report on Crossing play).

Old and new Souvenir Badge

Suzanne Holohan, Executive Officer, counting 
and weighing Bicentenary Souvenir Badges.  It 
was purely coincidental that she was wearing a 
Blue Dress that day.
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‘I am sure that our students will remember the 
experience for the rest of  their lives’ was how a teacher 
from Blackheath Public School described the play 
Crossing. The project had its genesis back in 2011 when 
explorer descendant Wendy Blaxland arrived at an 
RAHS Western Crossings meeting and announced that 
she intended to write a play. 

Links she made that day moved the project forward, 
and by early 2013 she was completing the script and 
beginning auditions. Three professional actors were 
chosen to present the play, which was designed to appeal 
to school students and adults alike. James Lee had a 
background in theatre and cabaret, and a fine singing 
voice. Lisa Bluthal brought London stage and television 
experience into the mix. Carl Batchelor, a relatively 
recent NIDA graduate, completed the ensemble.

The three actors played a dizzying mix of  characters. 
They started as the three explorers, but also portrayed 
Governor and Mrs Macquarie, roadbuilder William 
Cox and surveyor George Evans, and an eclectic cast of  
convicts and government officials. Short songs composed 
by Sarah de Jong added to the variety of  the play, and 
the Indigenous perspective was covered by voiceovers 
from Aboriginal people commenting on the events. 

There was even an historian in the play to try to curb 
the enthusiastic chant of: 
   Blaxland, Lawson and Wentworth, 
They called them the ‘dauntless three’, 
The first to cross the Blue Mountains,  
And carve their names on a tree. 

Lisa managed to play a herd of  wild cattle and several 
dogs as well as Gregory Blaxland and Elizabeth Hawkins, 
while Carl’s depiction of  Ensign Barrallier brought the 
house down on opening night when he announced in 
front of  Governor Bashir in a very French accent that he 
was the ‘aide-de-camp to the Gouverneur’. James was 
a convincing Lieutenant Lawson, and gave wonderful 
characterisation to kangaroo hunter James Byrne and 
Colonial Secretary Alexander Macleay.

The sparse travelling set designed by Deirdre Burges 
included three wooden stools which ‘portrayed’ 
everything from the dock at the Old Bailey, to a cooking 
pot, to trees being felled by Cox’s road building party. 
The play’s director was Terry Ryan who has a long 
association with Marian Street Theatre for Young People 
and brought a touch of  puppetry to the production.

Convinced by Wendy’s background as a successful writer 
of  children’s books and plays, the RAHS committed a 
substantial portion of  the Premier’s Western Crossings 
grant to support the production. As part of  the conditions 
of  the grant we asked for copies of  flyers and programs 
as well as the script, so researchers in another 50 or 100 
years can see what we got up to in 2013!

The play turned out to be a resounding success from the 
opening night at Blaxland High School attended by the 
Governor on 9 May, to the closing at Richmond School 
of  Arts on 15 June. During its season it was seen by over 
7000 school children and another 1000 people at the 
public performances. 

Crossing PLAY

Crossing the Play - Wendy and her daughter Jessica [Photograph courtesy of  Wendy Blaxland]
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If  modern kids are jaded by too much information and 
material available on the internet, this play proved that 
live theatre is capable of  capturing their attention in a way 
that dvds and other screen-based material simply cannot. 
And far from simply peddling a traditional view of  the 
Three Explorers it successfully melded the Aboriginal 
perspective and the competing views of  historians, while 
also including jokes about fleas and bedbugs along with a 
particularly hairy ‘tarantulope’ spider!

Interestingly Wendy is the granddaughter of  Guy 
Drayson Blaxland, who was RAHS President from 1945 
to 1947. Guy’s father was the cousin of  Charles Ralph 
Blaxland who was prominent with RAHS figures in the 
1913 centenary celebrations of  the First Crossing. As 
well as writing the play Wendy co-produced it with her 
daughter Jessica Blaxland Ashby, who is also a theatre 
professional and came back from London to work on this 
production. 

A special highlight for RAHS Senior Vice-President 
Christine Yeats was the addition to the play of  Samuel 
Fairs, the convict she identified earlier this year as part 
of  the 1813 expedition. RAHS Executive members 
including Christine attended a performance of  Crossing 
at Gregory Blaxland’s former home Brush Farm, in 
Eastwood, and were treated to a tour of  the house by 
Wendy Blaxland.

Wendy is keen to see the play continue in 2014. She has 
plans to revise the script to move forward to Cox’s Road, 
and to extend the school presentations to Western Sydney, 
but of  course needs funding to pay professional actors 
who are vital to the production’s continuing success.

For more information see Wendy’s website:  
http://blaxlandanddaughter.com/

cRITIcAL AccLAIM  
FOR Crossing
Hazelbrook public school
What a brilliant show! The performance was spot 
on – a mix of  history, comedy and music – and kept 
the students engaged from start to finish. The script 
was historically correct yet simple enough for a young 
audience. The performers were enthusiastic and kept 
the show moving. 

Our Lady of the Nativity school, Lawson
I wish to thank you and your team for the fantastic 
experience of  Crossing. The children have learnt so 
much from your presentation. The play had humour 
as well as knowledge for them to go away with. We 
were delighted they all were so engaged. 

sydney Grammar school prep
Congratulations and bravo to Wendy and you 
Jess, your performers and the crew on an excellent 
performance of  Crossing!! Our boys thoroughly 
enjoyed it and learned so much history about the 
crossing of  the Blue Mountains. It’s so lovely when 
history can come to life on the stage. 

Opening night of  Crossing! Actors James Lee, Lisa Bluthal and Carl Batchelor. [Photographer David Hill. Images courtesy of  Wendy Blaxland]
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The RAHS is proud to be a sponsor of  the Gundungurra 
Ancestral Pathways Walk, which invites participants to 
traverse the Blue Mountains from west to east following 
Aboriginal Pathways. The walk makes use of  both 
traditional and post-contact Aboriginal pathways and will 
cover 67km of  Country over seven days and six nights 
from 28 September to 4 October 2013 in association with 
the Festival of  Walking. 

‘The best way to know Country is to walk Country’, using 
traditional pathways that have been in use for thousands 
of  years, post-contact pathways based upon those that 
Aboriginal people continued to use after contact and still 
continue to use. The walk affirms the ongoing presence 
of  Aboriginal people in the Blue Mountains, connected 
to and walking their country, looking after it and utilising 
it for cultural purposes. It recognises the ongoing stories 
and beliefs that account for Country, give meaning to it 
and form the basis of  Aboriginal relationships to it. It 
affirms the forms and content of  the new connections 
that contemporary Aboriginal people are forging with 
their Country. 

The walk which was quickly booked out is supported by 
the National Parks and Wildlife Service, as most of  the 
route was through the World Heritage Blue Mountains 
National Park. On the weekend of  10-12 August 
participants met in the Megalong Valley to build a canoe, 
to be used to cross the Nepean River at the end of  the 
west-east crossing.

Participants in this heritage and cultural walk will 
experience sites of  mythological and spiritual significance, 
move through traditional country following ancestral 
pathways, gather bush tucker, cook and eat under the 
stars and absorb a rich culture shared through dance, art 
and stories.

For more information contact Aunty Sharyn Halls of  
the Gundungurra Aboriginal Heritage Association at  
ghal6522@bigpond.net.au

GunDunGuRRA AncESTRAL PATHwAYS wALK 

Blue Mountains National Park [Photograph courtesy 
of  the Gundungurra Aboriginal Heritage Association]

Aunty Sharyn Halls, Jac Ward and Matt Shaw walking 
Country [Photograph courtesy of  the Gundungurra 
Aboriginal Heritage Association]

wESTERn cROSSInGS FOunDATIOn

Explorer descendant Dr David Blaxland wanted to ensure 
that the collaboration and input from councils, historical 
societies, other organisations and individuals taking part 
in the Western Crossings Committee meetings was not lost 
after the three year commemorations from 2013 to 2015. 
His proposal for a permanent Western Crossings Foundation 
was discussed at a meeting held in conjunction with the 
Western Crossings Committee meeting at Lithgow on 26 
October 2012, and subsequently David gained the support 
of  the Blue Mountains Association of  Cultural Heritage 

Associations which auspiced a small seeding grant from the 
Department of  Premier and Cabinet Western Crossings 
funding. Thanks to this grant further workshops were held 
on 16 February and 23 June 2013 resulting in the creation of  
a draft Strategic Plan. At the same time the funding has also 
facilitated discussions with solicitors regarding the best way 
to set up the Foundation as a permanent body. 
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FRAnK wALKER AnD TOuRISM richard White

Frank Walker, president of  the RAHS and leading light in 
the celebrations for the centenary of  the Blue Mountains 
crossing in 1913, features in an exhibition opening at the 
Macleay Museum, University of  Sydney, at the end of  
August. ‘Touring the Past: Tourism and History in Australia’ charts 
the way Australians began to discover they had a past worth 
visiting – as tourists. Tourism was one of  the ways that a 
society that thought it was new learned to think of  itself  as 
old. From Port Arthur to the Dog on the Tuckerbox, from 
explorers’ trees to bushrangers’ graves, from stately homes 
to theme parks, this exhibition explores the variety of  pasts 
that tourists visited, the exhibits that drew them in and the 
souvenirs they took away.

Frank Walker was one of  a number of  dedicated enthusiasts 
(J. W. Beattie and Frank Clune were others) who promoted 
history tourism by combining their twin enthusiasms: 
immersing themselves in the past and travelling the country. 
Walker was a keen history tourist, who cycled some 35,000 
kilometres visiting historic places. He was particularly keen 

on documenting picturesque ruins, seeing them as romantic 
rather than ugly. In turn he encouraged other tourists to 
follow in his footsteps or bicycle tracks. He helped train 
Australians to see the past around them and to travel to see 
more of  it. He gave illustrated lectures, conducted tours 
with the RAHS and published many articles about the 
places he visited. He even contributed to the postcard craze, 
providing photographs and text for the series of  ‘Historic 
Australian Postcards’ published by James Tyrrell in 1914. 
The exhibition includes some of  the albums he compiled 
from the photos, sketches and notes of  his many expeditions 
and a selection of  some of  the lantern slide images he used 
in his lectures. It also contains the RAHS’s model of  the 
Hume and Hovell monument erected in Appin in 1924.

Touring the Past: Tourism and History in Australia will be open 
from 26 August until February 2014 
http://sydney.edu.au/museums/events_exhibitions/
macleay_future_exhibitions.shtml

The Australian Historical Postcards series will be one of  the topics Richard White will be discussing at the RAHS December Day Lecture. 
For more events, please see the Spring Events Calendar.

the rAHs would iike to invite you to visit us at History House. We can organise a tour 
of the library and a talk on its collections for Affiliated societies and school groups. if 
you are visiting sydney we can also give advice on planning an excursion,  
in particular about places and exhibitions of interest close to Macquarie street.

History House is also available for hire for events, with discounts available to 
Affiliated societies. if you are thinking of hosting an event, party or meeting then 
please contact us at 02 9247 7854 to discuss ideas and options. You can also get 
more information on room hire at our website – http://www.rahs.org.au/history/
hire-history-house/ 

vISIT uS OR HOST An EvEnT AT HISTORY HOuSE
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How Far we’ve Come Gregory North

Three-times Australian champion bush poet Gregory North is a resident of  Linden in the Blue Mountains. He was 
commissioned by Blue Mountains Lithgow and Oberon Tourism to write a poem for the Crossings Bicentenary. After 
canvassing opinions and researching the history, his poem ‘How Far We’ve Come’ was the result.

Greg also wrote a poem for each day of  the Blue Mountains Blue Wave Re-enactment which appeared on his 
Facebook page. ‘It was great to combine my passion for rhyme and rhythm with my love for the Blue Mountains and 
its history’, said Greg.

How Far We’ve Come

The Three Explorers’ crossing is a dinkum Aussie yarn. 
The kind that comes right after that laconic, “Air ya garn?” 
A case of  Chinese whispers that our nation glorifies. 
Mark Twain said that our history reads like beautiful fresh lies.

It’s likely that they weren’t the first, but were the best, for sure.
A well-planned business venture by three men who wanted more 
has since become a legend ... and it’s replicated still. 
A story that’s familiar – free resources; use at will.

Of  course, it wasn’t perfect, their provisions got quite low; 
they had no maps, no certainty, weren’t sure which way to go 
and lost the pathway back, a trap for all those who explore. 
And many Europeans did. Let’s see who’d gone before:

Compassionate Will Dawes despised ill treatment and corruption 
and kept the count of  paces walked in spite of  interruption. 
The first white man in Linden, an astronomer, marine, 
surveyor, engineer and native linguist in between.

Then Paterson, a Scotsman and an officer of  note, 
tried hard to cross the mountains in – now wait for it – a boat! 
Another daring doer that the mountains soon sent packing 
was Sirius’s quartermaster – tippler, Henry Hacking.

Ex-convict Matthew Everingham explored the northern side 
and may have reached Mount Wilson, though it’s tricky to decide. 
Some Sydney cattle quickly gained their freedom from the plough, 
so first non-native ’cross the mountains ... could have been a cow!

Then Matthew Flinders’ mate, George Bass, thought he might have a go 
with ropes and hooks for hands and feet. His route we’ll never know. 
But later on he found Bass Strait and sailed with other men, 
then risking trade in Spanish seas, was never seen again.

A ‘ranger of  the bush’ was surely first white ’cross the range. 
Once freed, John Wilson carried out a cultural exchange. 
He learnt some native ways and words, traversing lots of  ground. 
The governor thought he could help stop rumours getting round.

A group of  Irish convicts scored this man as mountain guide 
to prove to them that China wasn’t on the other side. 
No China nor utopia was found whilst in the bush 
but Wilson reached near Goulburn when he made a second push.

So wild-man Wilson found a way around the mountain wall 
but no one followed up and he gained no acclaim at all. 
His journey was forgotten, he went bush. Within two years, 
abduction of  a woman meant he died from native spears. 

Barrallier, an architect, surveyor, engineer  
decided using depots may just conquer this frontier. 
He met with Aboriginals – his journey still enthrals, 
but ended in frustration staring up at waterfalls.

Gregory North [David Hill, Blue 
Mountains Lithgow and Oberon 
Tourism]

Blue Mountains Lithgow and Oberon 
Tourism commissioned Greg North to write 
the poem
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George Caley was a botanist and labelled with this jewel: 
If  born a gentleman, would have been shot whilst in a duel! 
His effort was amazing with its constant up and down 
described as like traversing tops of  houses in a town.

A campfire error by his men could hardly be applauded –  
description of  that bushfire may have been our first recorded. 
Then as he reached Mount Banks, expecting nature to submit, 
he saw the gaping canyon and I reckon he said ... “Bother!”

Well, these are trips we know about. There may have been some more; 
by 1813 kids grew up with bushland at their door. 
So all of  these explorers helped to build up information.
The crossing was a process with advances and frustration.

A mountain map existed too, before the white man came –  
a detailed web of  stories, landscape features, plants and game. 
Some parts were shown to white folks who would never understand. 
Subduing nature’s not the same as living with the land.

But Blaxland, Lawson, Wentworth were the first to do it ‘right’. 
They marked their way, showed stock could pass and pastures were in sight. 
They hadn’t found extensive plains; there still was much to do 
but as respected gentlemen, did all they needed to.

Macquarie said, “Yeah, right! And now you’ll tell me China’s there!” 
“Oh, well, there’s Lithgow pottery, but that’s more earthenware.”
Macquarie was compelled to follow up on their report 
but breaching of  his prison’s wall was not a pleasant thought.

Political conditions, chance of  economic gain, 
available resources and adventure can’t contain 
enthusiastic businessmen who have a prophecy 
and then their vested interests help dictate the policy.

Now, does that sound familiar? It seems nothing much has changed. 
Some short-term gain with long-term pain. Can’t that be rearranged? 
The toll on Aboriginals cannot be quantified. 
The ignorance, the shameful deeds were never justified.

The Three Explorers’ journey caused a freedom of  the mind 
for Sydney Europeans who no longer felt confined. 
And now I wonder have we made ourselves another trap –  
locked-in to sap resources and ignore the looming slap.

So let’s reflect on what’s been lost – both beautiful and strange 
but like the Three Explorers, have a vision things can change. 
Our vision, like an ancient culture, never should succumb. 
Let’s ask ourselves the question: really, how far have we come?

Gregory North in The 
King’s Cave at Linden 
[David Hill, Blue 
Mountains Lithgow and 
Oberon Tourism]

Hear Greg read the poem 
on his website  
http://www.gregorynorth.
com.au/ and check his 
Facebook page for the  
re-enactment poems  
https://www.facebook.
com/gregory.north.33

Rock Ledge, Mount York [RAHS 
Photographic Collection].  Read about past 
RAHS excursions to Mount York, King’s 
Cave and other places of  historic interest in 
Dewey’s Library News ( pp. 22 - 24)   
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Motor mechanic John O’Sullivan’s vision of  a re-enactment 
of  the First Crossing of  the Blue Mountains was first formed 
six years ago. It came to fruition on the chilly early morning 
of  11 May 2013 when several hundred people, including 
NSW Governor Marie Bashir AC CVO, watched the start 
of  the commemoration from the site of  Gregory Blaxland’s 
farm at South Creek, St Marys. This is the same spot where 
the intrepid three explorers, their four servants, five dogs 
and four horses began their journey 200 years ago.

Actor Jack Thompson read poetry and members of  the St 
Marys and District Historical Society donned colonial garb 
to add to the day’s atmosphere. Founder John O’Sullivan 
was joined at the beginning of  the journey by organising 
committee members Colin Kenny, Cathy Sargeant, Richard 
Brymora and Trevor Lloyd, and the three explorers were 
represented by Chris Blaxland, Stephen Wentworth and 
Lawson descendant Rob Bettington.

In the intervening six years the event had acquired the 
name Blue Wave and a lot of  hard work had been put into 
preparations. Fundraising was an important requirement 
and the RAHS was pleased to assist from the Western 
Crossings grant made by the Department of  Premier and 
Cabinet. The NSW Government also waived the fees for 
the police and Roads and Maritime Services charges. Other 
funds were raised by events at major venues in Penrith 
and the Blue Mountains, tapping into the organisational 
know-how of  local Rotary Clubs.

In January 2013 more than 25 direct descendants of  the 
explorers Blaxland, Wentworth and Lawson met at Hartley 
Saddlery to learn about the re-enactment and how they 
could participate. It was planned that on each day of  the 
Crossing the re-enactment party would consist of  three 
explorers drawn from the descendants, plus others portraying 
kangaroo hunter James Byrne, convict Samuel Fairs and two 
other convicts whose names are yet to be discovered. The 
party was completed by four horses and five dogs.

Rapprochement between the re-enactment party and the 
Indigenous people came in the person of  Uncle Graeme 
Cooper, a Darug and Gundungurra descendant who 
accompanied the re-enactors throughout the entire 18 
days. As they visited all the schools along the route, Uncle 
Graeme informed students that ‘this journey is all about 
reconciliation’. The event lasted from 11 to 31 May, and 
included 21 Blaxland descendants, 15 Lawsons and 14 
Wentworths. 

In addition there was a support crew of  up to 20 people 
and three vehicles to assist in managing road safety and 
campsite operations, together with two horse floats. Four 
tents were erected at each campsite along the way on the 
chilly winter nights, including the Arms of  Australia Inn 
(Emu Plains), Norman Lindsay Gallery (Faulconbridge), 
Bulls Camp (Woodford), Hazelbrook Scout Hall, Gloria 
Park (Hazelbrook), old Convent site (Bullaburra), ‘Yester 
Grange’ (Wentworth Falls), ‘Silvermere’ guest house 

bLuE wAvE RE-EnAcTMEnT

Blue Wave re-enactors prepare to leave Mount York, escorted by NSW mounted police in 1913 uniforms [Photograph courtesy of  Siobhán Lavelle]
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(Wentworth Falls), Leura Park, Katoomba Emergency 
Centre, ‘Closeburn’ house (Mount Victoria) and the ‘Comet 
Inn’ (Hartley). Blue Mountains City Council waived 
development application fees for its sites and grouped them 
into one DA to cut down red tape for the project.

A special police escort accompanied the Blue Wave for the 
final push to Mount York, where they were the centrepiece 
of  the Civic Event commemorating the exact day 200 years 
earlier when the explorers reached the rocky plateau. The 
Mayors of  Blue Mountains (Cr Daniel Myles) and Lithgow 
(Cr Maree Statham) hosted around 600 specially invited 
guests in welcoming the re-enactment party.

They were led in by three police on motorcycles and the 
NSW Police Band, with four Mounted Police bringing up 
the rear. Emergency services escorted the Blue Wave party 
all the way with local Rural Fire Service members taking 
over once they made their way from Mount York down 
Lockyer’s Track into the Hartley Valley. The re-enactment 
concluded at Glenroy, within sight of  Mount Blaxland where 
the original explorers turned for home after successfully 
completing their mission.

Formal recognition for Blue Wave’s founder John O’Sullivan 
came when he was presented with the NSW Government 
Community Service Award by Premier Barry O’Farrell and 
Blue Mountains MP Roza Sage at the Community Cabinet 
meeting in Penrith on 22 July. John also received a Rotary 
Pride of  Workmanship award.

Although the actual Blue Wave event is now over the group 
plans to reappear during the Festival of  Walking in October 
2013. The re-enactors will be at the Grand Opening on 
Saturday 5 October, from 10 am to midday at Wentworth 
Falls picnic area, and will later pass through Wentworth 
Falls, Leura and Katoomba town centres. 

Bicentenary Re-enactment - Crossing of  the Blue Mountains 
[Photograph courtesy of  Ben Mercer]

Descent from Mt York - Lockyer’s Track [Photograph courtesy of  Colin Kenney]
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wESTERn cROSSInGS RAHS wEbSITE

The major Western Crossings legacy project undertaken by 
the RAHS was the creation of  the website featuring 300 
photos and six rare publications from our library collection, 
which are now readily available to anyone in the world with 
access to the internet. A detailed report was included in the 
June 2013 issue of  History. We have had some great feedback 
about the website. Rowena Greenland from Mamre House, 
which recently held a historical festival day wrote : 

 In the afterglow of  the celebrations I went to your web and found 
the Frank Walker Collection. What a delight to find two wonderful 
pictures of  the Mamre Homestead that I had never seen before. None 
of  the Sisters of  Mercy or anyone at Mamre have ever seen these 
photos. It was like discovering a little pot of  gold. Wow what a 
fantastic find for us thank you very much for your great work. 

Donna, RAHS librarian, has provided Rowena with high 
resolution copies of  the images which will be enlarged and 
framed at Mamre House. 

The RAHS would also like to thank Greg North for his 
feedback and for providing us with a correction on one of  
the images (see pp. 8 -9 for Greg’s poem How Far We’ve come) 

 In the Lantern Slides from the Frank Walker Crossings Collection, I 
think the Kanimbla Valley is incorrectly labelled. I believe it is a view 

of  Mount Solitary in the Jamison Valley. Attached is one of  my own 
photos taken from above Cliff  Drive between Landslide Lookout and 
Malaita Point, Katoomba, giving a similar aspect. I realise you may 
be using the notes supplied with the original slides and thought you 
might like to include this correction. As a Linden resident I am very 
grateful to see the slides of  Cox’s Road, Caley’s Repulse and Kings 
Cave. Thank you for their inclusion.

In upcoming e-newsletters there will be information on 
our HistoryPin and Flickr Commons launch. These two new 
social media initiatives will give members and friends 
the opportunity to view online RAHS photographic 
exhibitions, post comments and, similar to Greg North, 
share contemporary photographs of  images from the 
Frank Walker Crossings Collection. We will also be 
providing updates on the work to add more images from 
the Frank Walker Glass Slide collection to the website with 
subjects covering Cumberland Plain, Bathurst and district, 
Macquarie River and Central West.

To see the Western Crossings RAHS website go to  
http://www.rahs.org.au/western-crossings/ 

If  you would like to subscribe to our e-newsletter then please 
see p2 for details. 

“Mamre”, a two storey brick farmhouse, built in 1820s by Rev. Samuel Marsden for his son Charles. Blaxland, Lawson and Wentworth’s 
expedition set out from Lee Holme, Blaxland’s property on South Creek which is adjacent to Mamre.  Both images are black and white glass 
lantern slides.  Typescript caption on upper edge: “The Harrington Slide,” 386 George St., Sydney. Presented to RAHS by Frank Walker.

Mount Solitary in the Jamison Valley. [Photograph  
courtesy of  Greg North]

Black and white glass lantern slide. Title in ink on upper edge label. 
This image was identified in The Frank Walker Crossing Collection 
as Kanimbla Valley from unidentified vantage point, with fenced 
lookout in foreground.



HISTORY September 2013    13

bLuE MOunTAInS cROSSInGS bIcEnTEnARY cOunTDOwn

November 2012

21st -  Governor and Blue Mountains Crossings Patron 
Professor Marie Bashir AC CVO hosts reception at 
Government House

29th -  Community Workshop organised by Blue Mountains 
City Council at Mid Mountains Community Centre, 
Lawson

December 2012

14th -  RAHS Western Crossings Committee meeting at 
Katoomba RSL Club

26th -   Premier’s grants to community projects totalling 
$40,000 approved by RAHS

January 2013

31st -   Unveiling of  Governor Macquarie statue in Hyde 
Park by Governor and Premier Barry O’Farrell

February 2013

8th -  RAHS Western Crossings Committee meeting at 
Penrith City Library

9th -  Blue Wave Re-enactment fundraiser at Penrith 
Panthers raises $25,000

21st -  Royal Commonwealth Society luncheon to mark the 
Bicentenary, in the presence of  the Governor at the 
Masonic Club, Sydney

22nd -   Bicentennial Gala Dinner, in the presence of  the 
Governor at the Carrington Hotel, Katoomba

23rd -  Crossing launch by Governor Bashir at Echo Point 
featuring poem ‘How Far We’ve Come’ by Gregory 
North, brass fanfare by Haydn Walker, excerpt from 
Crossing play by Wendy Blaxland and performances 
by Katoomba Theatre Company, Mulyang Dance 
Troupe, Junior Rangers Choir and Blue Mountains 
Ukelele Group. Participation of  Blue Wave 
Re-enactment party was cancelled due to cold and 
foggy weather

March 2013

2nd -  Blue Mountains Historical Society annual 
McLaughlin Lecture by Dr Siobhan Lavelle OAM

4th - 11th -  Series of  articles by Warren Brown in Daily 
Telegraph entitled ‘Across the Great Divide’

9th -  ‘Makings of  a City Conference: Crossing the Great 
Divide’ organised by Penrith City Council, at the Joan 
Sutherland Performing Arts Centre, Penrith

Bicentenary Launch at Echo Point, Katoomba. Back, L to R: Louise Markus (MP for Macquarie), Dr Anne-Maree Whitaker (RAHS 
President), Cr Daniel Myles (Mayor of  Blue Mountains). Front, L to R: Auntie Mary Cooper-King, Wendy Blaxland (Crossing play), 
NSW Governor Professor Marie Bashir, Auntie Carol Cooper, Roza Sage (MP for Blue Mountains)
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Traditional Irish band ‘Country Katoomba’ played at the Bicentenary Civic event at Mount York on 28 May 2013 
[Photograph courtesy of  Siobhán Lavelle]

22nd -   RAHS Western Crossings Committee meeting at St 
Bartholomew’s, Prospect (site of  William Lawson’s 
grave)

April 2013

3rd -  RAHS Day Lecture ‘Commemorating the 1813 First 
Crossing of  the Blue Mountains’ by Dr Siobhán 
Lavelle OAM

10th -  RAHS announces identification of  First Crossing 
convict Samuel Fairs by Senior Vice-President 
Christine Yeats, sparking coverage in Blue Mountains 
Gazette and Sun-Herald as well as on ABC Radio

12th - 14th -  Garden Clubs ‘Yesterday, Today and 
Tomorrow’ seminars held in Kurrajong 
Heights, Springwood, Wentworth Falls, 
Blackheath and Lithgow, with speakers 
Bundeluk of  the Darug people, Angus 
Stewart and Jerry Coleby-Williams from 
ABC TV’s Gardening Australia, Dr Ian Jack 
(RAHS), and Allison Halliday (co-author of  A 
Passion for Place – Gardens of  the Blue Mountains)

15th -  Talk at Royal Geographical Society, London, on 
First Crossing by Richard Cox

27th -  Back to St Bartholomew’s Day at Prospect unveils 
restored vault of  explorer William Lawson with 
talk by Dr Siobhán Lavelle OAM - 18th Launch of  
Siobhán Lavelle’s book 1813: a tale that grew in the 
telling at History House

May 2013 

1st -  RAHS button badges distributed to all school children 
in the Blue Mountains and Emu Plains (see separate 
report)

3rd -   Launch of  Siobhán Lavelle’s book 1813 and Meryl 
Butterworth and Melissa Mylchreest’s Local Heroes at 
Blue Mountains Cultural Centre, Katoomba, and 
announcement of  8-year-old Heidi Woods as the 
winner of  the Garden Clubs’ competition to name 
the new daisy, with the entry ‘Explorers’ Triumph’

4th -  Blue Mountains Bicentenary Ball at Fairmont Resort, 
Leura raising $20,000 for bicentenary activities

9th -  ‘Galah’ opening of  Crossing play at Blaxland High 
School, attended by Governor  
(see separate report)

10th -  History Council Seminar at Blue Mountains 
Cultural Centre, Katoomba

11th -  NRMA Classic Car Club rally from Mamre 
Homestead, South Creek, tracing the explorers’ 
route to Mount York and Hartley

11th -  Start of  Blue Wave Re-enactment from South Creek 
hosted by Penrith City Council and with St Marys 
and District Historical Society members in colonial 
costume (see separate report)

13th -  Community History Forum at Lower Mountains 
Neighbourhood Centre, Blaxland, with speaker 
Peter Moore
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Bicentenary Re-enactment - Crossing of  the Blue Mountains [Photograph courtesy of  Jenny and Scott Richardson]

17th -   ‘Into the Unknown’ music, dance and storytelling 
performance at Lower Mountains Neighbourhood 
Centre, Blaxland

21st May - 1st June -  ‘Crossing the Blue Mountains’ 
Exhibition of  John Lewin’s 1815 
paintings at Penrith City Library

24th -  Lawson Celebration of  explorer William Lawson

25th -  Bicentenary flyover of  more than 70 aircraft draws 
huge crowds to vantage points across the Blue 
Mountains and leads Sydney TV news coverage

26th -  Wentworth Falls Celebration of  explorer William 
Charles Wentworth

26th -  Opening of  Crossings Room at Mt Victoria 
Historical Society Museum by Blue Mountains MP 
Roza Sage

28th -  Bicentenary Civic function at Mount York hosted 
by Mayors of  Blue Mountains and Lithgow, with 
Blue Wave re-enactment arrival, NSW Mounted 
police in 1913 uniforms, and attended by Explorer 
descendants 

31st -  Conclusion of  Blue Wave re-enactment at Glenroy 
(see separate report)

31st -  Bicentenary Thank You Dinner hosted by Penrith 
City Council, at the St Marys Leagues Club

31st -   Royal Australian Mint launches collectible 10 dollar 
silver coin commemorating the Bicentenary of  the 
First Crossing

June 2013

1st -  1813-2013 Bicentenary Celebrations and opening of  
‘A Moment in Time’ exhibition by the Governor, at 
Hartley Historic School

3rd - 14th -  ‘Crossing the Blue Mountains’ Exhibition of  
John Lewin’s 1815 paintings at Springwood 
Library

14th -  RAHS Western Crossings Committee meeting at 
Blue Mountains City Council Chambers, Katoomba

15th -  Last night of  Crossing play at Richmond School of  
Arts (see separate report)

17th - 28th -  ‘Crossing the Blue Mountains’ Exhibition of  
John Lewin’s 1815 paintings at Katoomba 
Library

30th June - 5th July -  ‘Crossing the Blue Mountains’ 
Exhibition of  John Lewin’s 1815 
paintings at Lithgow City Library

This graffitti appeared on a shelter shed at Mount York a few days 
after the bicentenary civic event on 28 May  
[Photograph courtesy of  Siobhán Lavelle]
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RAHS MOnuMEnTS RESTORATIOn PROJEcT

The RAHS Western Crossings Grants Committee considered funding conservation work to historic cairns/markers erected 
to commemorate important events related to Blue Mountains Crossings 1813 to 1815. Councillor Siobhán Lavelle visited all 
the sites and prepared a report on the current state of  monuments erected by the RAHS and related parties to commemorate 
the Blue Mountains Crossing. The monuments included were: Blaxland’s Farm Cairn (South Creek), Explorers’ Memorial 
(Penrith), Glenbrook Cairn, Macquarie and Cox Depot Cairn (Springwood), Macquarie Cairn (Blackheath), Mount York 
Monuments, Mitchell’s Pass Monument (Mount Victoria), Glenroy Cairn (Hartley) and Foundation Cairn (Bathurst).

Some of  these sites currently do not require restoration, namely the Penrith Explorers’ Memorial, Mount York Monuments 
and Mitchell’s Pass Monument. The RAHS has obtained quotes for work on the other monuments from Monuments in 
Memoriam at Rookwood, and is currently negotiating with Councils to undertake this work. Where necessary this will be 
funded from the Western Crossings grant provided by the Department of  Premier and Cabinet.

After meetings between the RAHS and State and Mitchell Librarians, to discuss possible 
digitisation projects to mark the Bicentenary of  the first crossing of  the Blue Mountains, the 
Library has added some new resources to its Discover Collections pages entitled Centenary 
of  the Crossing 1913. These include the following items:

•  The first crossing of  the Blue Mountains : [newspaper extracts, manuscript notes,  maps, 
photographs, etc.] / illustrated by Frank Walker 2 volumes at Q991.5/W

•  The first crossing of  the Blue Mountains of  N.S.W.: [newspaper extracts, manuscript 
notes, maps, photographs, etc.] / by Frank Walker. 1 volume (only 18 pages numbered) 
at Q991.5/W

•  Official history of  the first crossing of  the Blue Mountains in 1813 / by Frank Walker 1 volume of  78 pages – Dixson 
copy at Q91/261

The inclusion of  these unique collections adds greatly to the wealth of  material on the Blue Mountains crossing which is 
available on the internet, and the RAHS congratulates the Library on the successful completion of  the project.

To view these items visit the State Library New South Wales website -  
http://www.sl.nsw.gov.au/discover_collections/history_nation/exploration/blue_mountains/centenary.html

nSw STATE LIbRARY RESOuRcES

Glenroy Cairn [Photograph courtesy 
of  Siobhán Lavelle]. 
The monument at Glenroy was not 
erected under the auspices of  the 
RAHS. It was quite controversial 
in its day, as indicated by a number 
of  stories in the Sydney Morning 
Herald.  See the RAHS Western 
Crossings Monument website to 
read more about the Glenroy Cairn 
and other historic cairns/markers 
connected to Blue Mountains 
Crossings 1813 to 1815.
http://www.rahs.org.au/
western-crossings/monuments/
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InTERvIEw wITH KATH ScHILLInG,  
HERITAGE GRAnT REcIPIEnT

After showcasing one of  our cultural grant recipients in the 
last issue of  History, this time we decided to share news on 
one of  the heritage grant recipients under the Small Grants 
program for Local History and Archives which is funded 
by the NSW Office of  Environment and Heritage. One 
of  the 2012 projects was ‘Aboriginal Pathways across the 
Blue Mountains’. Project co-ordinator Kath Schilling was 
interviewed by our Executive Officer Suzanne Holohan. 

What inspired you to pick this topic as a project?

This project came about because of  the bicentenary of  
the Blue Mountains Crossing and the celebrations planned 
across the region. We thought it would be a great opportunity 
to highlight some of  the Aboriginal places on the mountains 
and some of  the stories attached to the places. The Project 
was conducted in partnership with Darug and Gundungurra 
Aboriginal communities to promote Aboriginal people’s 
custodianship of  the mountains prior to the crossing of  the 
Blue Mountains by non-Aboriginal people in 1813. It was 
funded through OEH Partnership funding and through a 
Royal Australian Historical Society heritage grant. 

The project had five main components. The first was to 
conserve rock art and engraving sites which are found 
throughout the region. The next component was to 
undertake cultural heritage interpretation and establish 
interpretative signage and walking tracks. Our third aim 

was to promote oral history stories of  the Blue Mountains. 
These contributed to the fourth component, a kit and 
promotional folder including cultural heritage interpretation 
and educational materials. Finally we organised a day of  
interpretive activities at Hartley Historic Site including an 
Aboriginal art exhibition which was opened by the Governor.

What was the most interesting historical insight 
or find that you discovered during the project?

Perhaps the age of  the Kings Tableland engravings and art, 
and that the site hadn’t been upgraded (cleaned or cared 
for) since 1993. One of  the archaeologists on the clean up 
was very emotional during the works as he had been on the 
1993 signage and pathway project and now in 2013 he was 
back there doing fresh interpretative signage and clean up. 
Finding out the original name of  the Three Sisters rock 
formation was interesting. It was called by the Latin name of  
“Tria, Saxa Point”. The story of  the Yowie was interesting 
and sparks the imagination. The whole shale mine story 
would be interesting. So many stories to be told up there. 

How did the Heritage Grant help you with the 
project?

It was the recognition of  the interest in the project, and 
it added an extension to what could be done. Overall this 
was a $40,000 project, which included setting up an Art 

The RAHS would like to thank Kath Schilling for providing copies of  the Aboriginal Pathways folder for the RAHS Conference 
showbags which attendees will receive.
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Gallery in the old post office building at Hartley Historic 
Site. Other elements included work at Red Hands Cave 
(Glenbrook), Kings Tableland (Wentworth Falls), Ticehurst 
Park (Faulconbridge), The Gully (Katoomba) and Black 
Fellow Hands Cave (Lidsdale).

The grant added to the things we could do with graphic 
design and printing for the folder material, which includes 
sheets on Aboriginal community members with cultural 
association to the Blue Mountains containing photos and oral 
histories, and sheets on the important Aboriginal heritage 
values, stories and Aboriginal sites across the mountain.

Has this project led to further history research 
or other projects?

There are endless projects and endless history research that 
should be completed. We want to do the Maroota site this 
year and how fascinating to have a battleship in one of  the 
rock engravings over there.

Some Aboriginal participants chose not to continue with 
their own addition to their original folder page, however since 
the project has been completed there are many Aboriginal 
people who would like to be included. This often happens 
with any new heritage publication, so as we had hoped the 
folder could just be the start in a series of  interviews and sites 
that tell of  the Blue Mountains heritage. We knew that once 
it was out there lots of  other people would ask to be included 
in the next edition. 

vALETE

emeritus professor Marjorie Jacobs AO FrAHs

A full obituary for Emeritus Professor Jacobs will appear in the December 2013 edition of  the Journal of  the RAHS.

Marjorie Jacobs passed away on 12 July 2013 at the age of  97. She joined the Society in 1951 and was awarded a Fellowship 
in 1990 for her service as a Councillor and Honorary Archivist. Marjorie served as a Councillor in 1954-55 and 1987, and 
was Honorary Archivist 1984-1997, establishing most of  our archive protocols. She was centrally involved in the Society’s 
project to publish the First Fleet journals, and was also a member of  the Forward Planning Committee and Property 
Committee. The June 1988 RAHS newsletter reported that: ‘Marjorie Jacobs is the possessor of  a keen mind, a sharp sense 
of  justice and great perceptive capacity. Her service to the Society has been notable.’  A memorial service is planned at the 
University of  Sydney in October.

Val Hardes

Many members will remember Val, who was our Accounts Administrator from 1995 to 2005. She passed away in early August and this is an 
edited version of  Mari Metzke’s tribute which was read at the funeral.

Val always seemed to love coming to work which was good for the rest of  us who worked with her, and great for the RAHS 
as they had a bargain when they hired Val. She had an amazing understanding of  finances and investments, and she was 
soon taking on tasks that had been done by more qualified accountants who charged higher fees. She also handled the 
RAHS Membership database and wrote macros for the banking sheet to save double handling of  the figures. I can honestly 
say that no-one before or after Val handled this job at the RAHS in my time as well as Val did.

But there was more to Val than work. Val loved travel and was constantly planning that next big holiday. Her husband Ron 
was a willing participant in this game and off  they went to places near and far and had fun together. Val also loved musicals 
and she organised the RAHS staff  to go to each of  the shows as they came to Sydney. She had a great voice herself  and 
sang in the Messiah choir.

When Val’s daughter Wendy joined us at the RAHS, I was impressed that mother and daughter could work so productively 
and happily together. We got to know Ron well as he would pop into History House at the end of  his shift to travel home 
with Val. Their son Andrew was also not a stranger to History House as he helped us at many social events. It seems for the 
price of  Val, the RAHS got a whole family! Val had such plans for her retirement and it just was not fair that she became 
ill so soon after leaving the RAHS.

At the 2013 Heritage Awards the Minister of  the 
Environment and Minister for Heritage Hon. Robyn Mary 
Parker announced an increase in funding for the Royal 
Australian Historical Society Small Grants program for 
Local History and Archives 2013-2015 program. It is a vote 
of  confidence in the importance and the calibre of  the work 
undertaken by grant recipients such as Kath Schilling.
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McLaughlin family members Mrs Ada McLaughlin, daughters 
Beryl and Ida, and two family friends at Tarella c. 1910 - 1920 
[Photograph courtesy of  BMHS]

AFFILIATED SOcIETY nEwS

CertiFiCAte OF ACHieVeMeNt - Nominations in by 20 september

It is time for you to consider if  one of  your members is deserving of  nomination for Certificate of  Achievement an award 
which is presented annually at the RAHS Conference. Nominations must be in writing showing comprehensive evidence 
of  achievement and/or extent and quality of  service and/or significant benefaction. Candidates for the award must be 
nominated at a general meeting of  their society and signed by the presiding President and Secretary (or other appropriate 
person). There is no form to fill in for this nomination, a letter and supporting information will be adequate. Successful 
society applicants will be notified in early October so that arrangements can be made for presentation at the Conference.

AFFiLiAteD sOCieties COMMittee - Nominations in by 20 september

We call for nominations for membership of  the Affiliated Societies Committee. It meets about three times a year at History 
House, usually for a 6pm meeting going on into the evening. The committee assists with planning and gives advice on the 
needs of  the Affiliated Societies. The committee has two members from the Sydney area; two from the country; and two 
members from specialist associations. Ring for the application form if  you are interested in nominating or nominating a 
member of  your society.

Visit tO bLue MOuNtAiNs HistOriCAL sOCietY 

RAHS Staff  visited the Blue Mountains Historical Society (BMHS) and would like to thank its members for making 
them so welcome.  Volunteers gave a tour of  Hobby’s Reach and Tarella Museum Cottage. The cottage was built by John 
McLaughlin, Sydney solicitor and Member of  the Legislative Assembly, in 1890 as a holiday cottage for his family of  four 
children to escape the heat of  Sydney summers. 

BMHS will be hosting pre-conference drinks at Hobby’s Reach and also providing placemats using images from their 
extensive photograph collection to decorate the tables for the Saturday night conference dinner.

For more information and to learn about BMHS and their upcoming events see the website -   
http://bluemountainshistory.com/index.html

rAHs GrANts upDAte

The RAHS would like to congratulate recipients of  the Cultural Grants this year and to thank Jane Gillespie, Program 
Officer, Arts NSW for her support in ensuring a smooth process.  Grants will be awarded at the RAHS Annual State History 
Conference in Katoomba RSL.

The Heritage Grants will also be awarded at the conference. The assessment process was underway before History Magazine 
went to print so applicants should hear the outcome very shortly.  

The RAHS will be providing an assessment report for both programs so future applicants can better understand the reasons 
why certain projects are selected.  There will also be grant workshops scheduled in 2014.  However if  you have any questions 
about these programs please feel free to contact Maryanne Byrne, RAHS Grants Administrator, at grants@rahs.org.au or 
call us on 02 9247 8001.

Hobby’s Reach – research premises of  the Blue Mountains Historical 
Society c. July 2013. [Photograph courtesy of  Wayne Hanley who is 
currently the Vice President of  the BMHS.]
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bOOK nOTES Donna Newton, rAHs Librarian

Discovering Australia’s Historical Milemarkers and boundary stones 
Written and published by Robert and Sandra Crofts
This book informs interested community members of  the silent Australian history, 
inherent in the milestones, that still exists around us. It catalogues many of  the 
sandstone, concrete and timber milestones/mileposts initially in Sydney and includes 
some historical markers in rural NSW, Victoria and Tasmania. As well as identifying 
locations of  the remaining boundary stones in Sydney and Parramatta and the old 
road alignment markers in the City of  Ryde, the publication explains the historical 
value of  the milestones, with an explanation of  how to read them. And the chapters 
are full of  descriptive and wonderfully illustrated information and references are 
provided for further reading and research. The authors bring their passion for 
history, photography and research skills to this project and hope to raise community 
awareness of  the priceless value of  these historic monuments so that important 
remnants of  our colonial past can be preserved for our future generations. 
Available in hard cover, softcover and eBook from http://www.xlibris.com.au/ 

Hill end Gold & Hill end hearsay: to the best of my memory
Both these 2nd editions written and published by Malcolm Drinkwater.
These publications portray an Australian way of  life now disappeared, the 
characteristics of  gold and give insights into the characters of  the Hill End district 
goldfields, once a booming region of  early Australia. They tell the story from earliest 
habitation to the present day and contain updated and expanded information 
and although are stand alone books, compliment each other. Both books are fully 
illustrated, with Gold using reproduced photographs from the amazing Holtermann 
collection of  wet plate negatives. The author was greatly inspired, encouraged and 
has given due credit to the people of  Hill End, both past and present.
Available from www.historyhill.com.au

pictorial History: Kings Cross  
Written by Anne-Maree Whitaker. Published by Kingsclear Books.
Once known as Woolloomooloo Hill, Kings Cross was home to Sydney’s nineteenth 
century elite who built grand mansions along the ridge to enjoy sea breeze, a wonderful 
view and access to the city. These villas of  the rich and famous were sold, abandoned 
or demolished with the march of  time and a number were resumed during the 
construction of  Garden Island in the 1940s. Some became home to the bohemia 
who moved to the Cross to enjoy the vivacity and night life. The Cross, as it evolved 
from giant gardens and massive mansions to the gold mine of  Art Deco apartments 
and multi storied blocks of  flats, attracted lovers of  the Parisian lifestyle. The area 
magnetised artists of  all types: writers, cartoonists, painters, sculptors, publishers. 
Its classy nightclubs turned into seedy strip joints, Go-Go clubs, huge brothels and 
sex shops. Elegance prevailed in Macleay Street which today houses the rich and 
famous who seek the colour and life of  the Cross, all wonderfully photographed in 
this publication.
Available in hard or soft cover from the publisher www.kingsclearbooks.com.au
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the Quipolly Valley 
Written by Marion Scott. Published by the Quirindi and Districts Historical Society Inc.
This 2nd edition of  the Quipolly Valley records 183 years of  white settlement, 1829 
to 2012 of  a small rural community named Quipolly. The area is unknown to many 
people because there is no village or township of  this name. The area derives its 
name from the first ‘run’ (grazing lease occupied in the valley.
The book lists the early pioneers with a bibliography of  each person, and photographs. 
Maps show the different properties, the local school is mentioned with a list of  
teachers followed by a family tree of  the descendants of  the pioneers.
Available from the Society PO Box 279 Quirindi NSW 2343

Geraldton scone: a history 
Written and published by Bill and Sarah Howey
Formerly known as Belmore House, and one of  the oldest continuously occupied 
private homes in Scone, Geraldton was owned and built by immigrant free settler 
Mathew Miller. Purchased from William Dumaresq in1856, it was part of  original 
land grant owned by Captain Richard Kelly. Named in honour of  the Earl of  
Belmore, Governor of  NSW, it was renamed in 1910 by John A K Shaw and classified 
on the National Trust of  Australia (NSW) Register in 1968. The authors purchased 
Geraldton in 1993. This illustrated publication depicts the history of  this historic 
estate from its origins to the present, the changes to home and surrounds including 
the gardens. It also notes the families who have dwelt here: Miller, Shaw, Barton and 
now the Howeys, their enduring contributions to the property, the community and 
their impact on the society in Scone and surrounding district.
Please contact RAHS for details if  you would like to obtain a copy.

Hidden in the bush: st Mary’s Church Grabben Gullen:  
sesqui-centenary 1863-2013 
Written and published by Rev. Brian Maher, this 20-page centenary booklet gives 
an overview of  the history of  St. Mary’s Catholic Church Grabben Gullen, in the 
Wheeo area of  the Southern Highlands, some of  the families who pioneered the 
establishment of  the village community and the Catholic faith in this district. Built 
c 1863-64, the Church is one of  the oldest churches still in use in the Canberra-
Goulburn Archdiocese. There is information about the district history, Grabben 
Gullen village, the pastoral care of  the parish and an appendix list of  early local 
Catholic families. It is illustrated and includes portraits of  the celergy involved with 
St. Mary’s. Gold was discovered in Grabben Gullen in the 1850s but it is sapphires 
for which the village is now best known.
Please contact RAHS for details if  you would like to obtain a copy.

A history of riverview: the suburb 
Written and published by John and Pam Ball
This publication provides the historical development of  Riverview, a suburb in the 
Lane Cove Municipality, from its earliest days of  European settlement. The name 
was assigned to the suburb 2002 by the GNB of  NSW. It contains information on the 
acquisition, use, occupation and subdivision of  the originally granted or purchased 
portions of  land including the last major subdivision – the Riverview Estate in 1963.
There are numerous informative and entertaining accounts of  people, property and 
events relevant to the suburb’s history, with mention of  the orchards, nurseries and 
industrial purposes of  the promontory. Read of  the impact of  St. Ignatius’ College 
on the development on Riverview and the various estates and the land’s use as a 
golf  course from 1938 to 1959. The book includes notices of  land and estate sales, 
newspaper advertisements and illustrations.
Please contact RAHS for details if  you would like to obtain a copy.
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To continue with this issue’s Blue Mountains theme, I 
thought to bring to life just a few of  the Society’s excursions 
and visits to the region. 

The Australian Historical Society, as it was then, began its 
excursions just two years after its formation. Early lectures 
such as the ‘Old Phillip’s Church’ and ‘Sydney windmills’ 
were read at monthly meetings. These ‘virtual excursions’ 
were illustrated by lantern views including maps, engravings 
and images of  the topics and their surroundings. 

On Saturday August 6 1903 a trip by 14 members of  the 
Society visited Parramatta and its most historical spots led 
by Dr Andrew Houison. Places of  interest included: the sites 
of  the first land grants; where the stockade formerly stood 
in the park; old Government House, where the resident 
occupant showed them through the fine old building; the 

soldiers’ quarters; rotunda; old cemetery and St John’s 
Church.

The Annual Report of  that year recorded ‘…and those 
who were privileged to take part in this outing will long 
remember the pleasant afternoon which was spent in the old 
historic town…’ So successful was this first excursion that a 
second was arranged the next month, to The Rocks, Sydney. 

On June 19 1915 the Australian Historical Society organised 
a party to walk along the first portion of  the road over Blue 
Mountains – ‘In order to settle the much discussed question 
of  the route of  Cox’s Road from the Nepean River to 
Bathurst’ The party comprised Mt C T Burfitt (President), 
Captain Watson, other members of  Society as well as 
members of  the Blue Mountains Shire Council including 
Mr Harley Cox (great-grandson of  Lieut. William Cox). 

DEwEY’S LIbRARY nEwS Donna Newton, rAHs Librarian

Government House, Parramatta - a 1903 RAHS Excursion. 
[RAHS Photographic Collection]   

Charlotte Place, The Rocks - a 1903 RAHS Excursion.  
[RAHS Photographic Collection]   
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Pilgrim Inn, Blaxland - a 1934 RAHS Excursion.  
[RAHS Photographic Collection]    

Woodford House - a 1926 RAHS Excursion.  
[RAHS Photographic Collection] 

King’s Cave near Linden - a 1926 RAHS Excursion.  
[RAHS Photographic Collection]   

Starting from Emu Plains, they followed the road just near 
the railway to the creek and inspected the remains of  the 
bridge built 1814 and the surrounding area. From the 
creek the party traced the road up the mountain to the 
railway and onto the old railway at Glenbrook and along 
to Wascoe, now Blaxland, and proceeded by train back to 
Sydney pleased at ‘having found the first road to the top of  
the mountain’. 

A large party of  the RAHS travelled by train from Central 
to visit Woodford and Linden April 17 1926 ‘…to see for 
themselves some of  the interesting relics of  other days...’, 
these two places related to the explorers’ journey across 
the Mountains. On arrival the first place of  interest was 
Woodford House; originally a military station, then King’s 
Arms Hotel, private residence, and at the time an academy 
for boys. Several sites around the academy were explored 
before moving along the western road constructed by then 
Major Thomas Mitchell. After arriving at “Bulls’ Camp”, 
an old stockade and military headquarters, the member’s 
lunched and spent a couple hours devoted to inspection of  
the historic spot. Captain Bull was a military supervisor of  
road construction. 

Heading nearer to Linden, a section of  Cox’s Road, near 
51st mile stone was noted and King’s Cave, a natural 
rock cavern was visited. This was once a retreat of  the 

References-
‘The Excursions story’ - Jeremy Steele, Much Writing, Many Opinions, 
JRAHS Vol. 87 Part 1, 2001
NLA newspapers - TROVE
AHS/RAHS Annual Reports, Minutes, member’s notes, clippings and 
photographs

bushranger King. After leaving the cave and crossing the 
railway line, another section of  Cox’s Road was inspected 
as was the remains of  “Caley’s Repulse”. Returning to the 
main road, the party was conducted to a high ridge near 
Linden Station. Inspection was made of  the area where 
the explorers stood on their journey ‘…from where, in 
Blaxland’s own words they obtained, for the first time, an extensive 
view of  the settlements below’. 

Next of  interest was ‘Martin’s Folly’, an extensive series of  
foundation stones laid out by Judge Martin for a private 
dwelling that never proceeded. Special arrangement had 
been made for the train from Mt Victoria to stop at Linden 
for their return trip to Sydney. 

An excursion on March 24 1934 to Blaxland by about 60 
member’s of  the Society to celebrate the centenary of  the 
completion of  Mitchell’s Pass. After an inspection of  the 
Pilgrim Inn, Blaxland, Mr Ward Havard delivered an address 
on the roads built 1814, 1828, 1832 and David Lennox’s bridge 
completed 1833. The party then proceeded to Lennox Bridge.

Other excursions in the Blue Mountains region included 
Mount York 1928 – just weeks before the Glenbrook tablet 
was unveiled, Valley Heights 1937, Penrith and Faulconbridge 
1938 and a coach trip through Glenbrook, Katoomba, Mt 
Victoria and Bells Line of  Road to the Zig Zag railway in 1988. 

These were the days when cars not common, wage rates 
lower, buses economical to hire, there were fewer weekend 
attractions. Excursions were enjoyed as wonderfully 
elaborate, informative occasions, packing many destinations 
and experiences into each outing – often with collaboration 
or participation by local societies. The Society was prolific 
in relating many of  these excursions in the newspapers of  
the day, and it is to those writers I am appreciative of  their 
wonderfully informative accounts of  their explorations of  
our historic communities. Many of  these early excursions 
were often repeated and captured in lectures accompanied 
by images and then written as articles in our Journal.

To date there has been approximately 900 of  these successful 
excursions providing hands-on experience of  history. 
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The RAHS Regional History Seminar at Dubbo was a 
great success with approximately 50 people each day and 
participants from as far away as Lightning Ridge, Ballina 
and Glen Innes. Contingents also attended from Tottenham 
and Wellington as well as Dubbo itself. This seminar 
provided a taste of  what to expect at the RAHS State 
History Conference in November at the Katoomba RSL 
as it provided people the opportunity to network as well as 
learn more about developments and new research in local 
and community History.

The program was a mixture of  workshops and local history 
lectures. Friday was devoted to workshop sessions covering 
land titles (Dr Terry Kass), digitisation (Christine Yeats) 
and getting started with social media (Suzanne Holohan). 

On Saturday topics included researching your digger, and 
resources held by the local family history society.

Guests were fascinated by Dr Michael Bennett’s talk on his 
research project on Aboriginal trackers in NSW from 1862 
to 1971 whose contributions were often an overlooked aspect 
of  police history. Michael is keen to hear from anyone with 
information on Aboriginal trackers. 

After lunch Dr Siobhán Lavelle OAM spoke about her 
work on the archaeology of  the National Trust property 
‘Dundullimal’ which is outside Dubbo. She also explained 
the way in which farm machinery illustrated the history 
of  agricultural development from manpower through 
horse power to mechanisation, which has transformed the 
rural workforce. Dr Kathrine Reynolds spoke about the 
importance of  context in historical research, based on her 
book about Silesian migrant Adolf  Würfel who lived in 
Dubbo for many years. Dr Anne-Maree Whitaker gave an 
entertaining talk on the notorious ‘Minister for Murder’ T.J. 
Ley, cautioning listeners not to make any links with current 
political events. Christine Yeats then concluded the day with 
a short talk on sources about orphans at State Records.

The RAHS would like to thank Macquarie Regional Library 
and Dubbo and District Family History for all their support 
in organising this event, in particular with ensuring coverage 
of  the event by local newspapers and ABC radio. Planning 
is now underway for another RAHS Regional History 
Seminar in April next year. Please subscribe to the RAHS 
eNewsletter to get updates on both this and other regional 
events.

Since inception, the RAHS has always focused on ways 
of  promotion history through community engagement. 
RAHS figure Charles Henry Bertie (1875-1952), librarian 
and historian, was the first to suggest historical plaques in 
Sydney, inspired by London’s Blue Plaques scheme. The 
first RAHS plaque was erected in 1919 to mark the site of  
First Government House, and another 35 were installed 
over the next 40 years. In 1988, as a contribution to the 
Bicentenary, the Royal Australian Historical Society, with 
the support of  the State Bank and the City of  Sydney, 
launched a Green Plaques program. One hundred and 
one circular green plaques were installed around Sydney, 
primarily acknowledging historic and significant buildings 
and marking historic sites.

The City of  Sydney and the RAHS are now launching a 
new green plaque program. It aims to intrigue Sydney siders 
and visitors about the history of  the city and encourage them 
to discover more abot places of  historical significance and 
the stories they reveal. The program involves two distinct 
phases. Stage 1 is to restore original green plaques that have 
disappeared. These plaques will retain the historical integrity 

of  the original 1988 scheme. Stage 2 involves creating new 
plaques for historic sites, mainly on the Pyrmont and Ultimo 
peninsula. Historian and RAHS member Bruce Baskerville 
has been engaged by the City to research sites, confirm the 
text for the plaques that are to be replicated, and prepare the 
text for the new plaques. The RAHS congratulate him on his 
appointment, and RAHS Councillors, staff  and volunteers 
will be supporting his work.

RAHS OuTREAcH PROGRAM

SYDnEY’S GREEn PLAquES ScHEME

History House Green 
Plaque [Photograph 
courtesy of  Amalea 
Manifis]

L to R: RAHS President Anne-Maree Whitaker, President Dubbo 
and Districts Family History Society Cynthia Foley, RAHS Vice 
President Christine Yeats and Mayor of  Dubbo Councillor 
Mathew Dickerson. [Photograph courtesy of  Suzanne Holohan]



visit www.insidehistory.com.au or call us on 02 9590 9600

For people passionate 

Read now in print and digital! 

about the past 

RAHS Ad_17.indd   1 21/08/13   2:42 PM



Participants of Bi-centenary Re-enactment enjoying the campfire. [Photographer Scott Robinson. Image courtesy of Blue Wave Inc]


