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Finding Lost Places, Lost People  
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Uncovering hidden stories helps us better understand the past and can challenge our understanding of how the 
present came to be. Historical societies have an important role to play in ensuring that their communities’ history 
does not get lost and that members of the broader community can find out about their work so that they too can 
learn and contribute to this history. Lost communities can be remembered and found through written archival 
records, photographs and voice recordings. The digital revolution is increasing accessibility to records and providing 
more tools to reach a wider geographical and demographical audience. 
 
The RAHS invites you to join us at our 2017 conference in Cowra to hear a dynamic range of local and specialist 
historians explore these topics and to learn skills that will support your history projects. The 2017 Lesley Muir 
Address will be delivered by renowned academic and historian Professor Peter Read, and the 2017 Create NSW 
Cultural Grant and NSW Heritage Grant Awards, both of which assist the research and publication of local and 
specialist history, will be presented. Certificates of Achievement and Appreciation will also be awarded, recognising 
the invaluable contribution made by individuals to historical societies throughout New South Wales and the history 
sector.  
 
Delegates can choose from three history tours on Saturday afternoon and attend the lively conference dinner at 
Cowra Services Club on Saturday evening. 
 
There is also a free pre-conference event at the beautiful Cowra Japanese Garden and Cultural Centre on Friday 27th 
October. Mr Bob Griffiths, Chairman of the Board of the Cowra Japanese Garden and Cultural Centre, will provide an 
historical overview of the Garden and its centrality to the Cowra-Japan friendship.  
 
The RAHS Conference offers opportunities to network with people who are committed to promoting local and 
community history and who enjoy sharing their successes and challenges with others.  
 
For more information and to book online visit www.rahs.org.au/2017-rahs-conference. For media enquiries contact 
RAHS General Manager, Suzanne Holohan by email executive@rahs.org.au or call History House on (02) 9247 8001. 
 

                  


