
Making the best use for local history 
Christine Yeats 



Sometimes there is just too much information! 



Ancestry: Linking people and place  

Upper Crown Street, Wollongong, with a hairdressing salon on the left in 1900. 

Ancestry 
has lots of 

names! 



}  Ancestry makes the indexes and digital 
copies of the sources that you have identified 
for your local history research available with 
the click of a mouse. 

}  It is a powerful and forgiving search engine. 
}  Nothing replaces the three “Ps” in research: 
◦  Planning 
◦  Preparation  
◦  Persistence 



}  Records about: 
◦  Indigenous people 
◦  Land ownership/occupation 
◦  Everyday life way back when... 
◦  Law and order 
◦  Births, death and marriages 
◦  Death duties 
◦  Who was there (Directories,  

Electoral Rolls) 
◦  Occupations/Business 
◦  Events 
◦  What it looked like when... 
 

Tip: Publications 
such as this will 

give more 
guidance on 

sources. 



}  The first step is find out what records exist. 
}  Next become familiar with the records – who 

created them, when and why were they created 
and what information do they contain? 

}  The content of the original records does not 
change with digitisation – it just become more 
accessible. 

}  What does change is the capacity to search  
using a mix of search terms and “wildcards”.  



Description of record Available on Ancestry 
Indigenous people Subject and name or subject 

Land grants/occupation Search by name  

Musters and census Name, browse 1841 census for Wollongong 

Sands Directory Sydney – name and street 

Electoral rolls Name 

BDM Indexes – no district search 

Deceased Estates Search by district or name 

Occupations Publicans, police, teachers, public servants 

Returns of the Colony Name 

Law and order Name and district 

Convicts Search by name 

Immigrants Search by name 

A quick 
check of 
some key 
sources. 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Once you are 
on the landing 
page select the 

pull down 
options under 

“Search” 



}  Census & Voter Lists 
}  Birth, Marriage & Death 
}  Military 
}  Immigration & Travel 
}  Newspapers & Publications 
}  Pictures 
}  Stories, Memories & Histories 
}  Maps, Atlases & Gazetteers 
}  Schools, Directories & Church Histories 
}  Convict, Criminal, Land & Wills 
}  Reference, Dictionaries & Almanacs 
}  Family Trees 

When searching 
the card 

catalogue under 
these grouping 

you can filter the 
search further 



}  Browse the contents under each heading, using 
the filter for Australia or an Australian State  
◦  You can also filter by date 
◦  Some records are listed under more than one heading 



By using the Card 
Catalogue and 

filtering your search 
you are able to 

browse Ancestry’s  
resources. Remember to 

change this 
when searching 
outside 
Australia   



You can search by 
the title of the record 
“Convict Indents” or 
by a term such as 

“convict”. A keyword 
search may give you 
more results.” Then 
you scroll down the 

results list. 

Use the title 
and key word 

search for 
series or type 
of record not a 

person. 



}  There are records about Indigenous people 
in the Colonial Secretary’s Papers, 
1788-1825 
◦  Index and digital copies 

}  There  may be references to Indigenous 
people in the Surveyor General Field and 
Sketch Books, 1794-1903, which can be 
browsed on Ancestry. 
◦  Tip 1: Check the online index to these on State 

Records’ website 
◦  Tip 2: State Records is digitising the Sketch Books 



Colonial Secretary’s Papers, 1788-1825 
Seth Hawker Overseer to Captain Brooks. 
“Deposition re the killing of an 
Aboriginal woman, 24 April 1822 [Reel 
6054; 4/1758 pp.25-35)] on Ancestry 

On 14 June 1822 in the Criminal 
Court Seth Hawker was indicted 
for the wilful murder of an 
Aboriginal woman, at Illawarra, 
or the Five islands, on the 15th 
April 1822. He was found not 
guilty. 

Indigenous people 



Step 1: Select Convict, 
Criminal, Land & Wills 
Step 2: Filter by Land 
records 
Step 3: Browse the list 
Step 4: Once you find 
the records you want 
click on it and start 
your search. 



In a despatch dated 9 January 1831, 
Viscount Goderich instructed that no 
more free grants (except those already 
promised) be given. All land was 
thenceforth to be sold at public auction 



This 
collection can 
be  browsed. 

Tip: Use 
SRNSW 

indexes. 

Applying the filter 



Licences to 
occupy land 
beyond the 
Nineteen 

Counties under 
licence. 



}  New South Wales and Tasmania, Australia Convict 
Musters, 1806-1849 

}  1828 Census (NSW copy and The National 
Archives, UK copy) 

}  1841 Census 
◦  For  the Illawarra you can do an alphabetical search, 

making Illawarra the key word or browse the 
Illawarra Householder returns 

}  1891 and 1901 Collector’s Books 
◦  Browse or search by name 



You can do 
a search 
by name 



1841 Census: 
Householders’ returns 
and affidavit forms. 
State records NRS 1281, 
Reels 2508-2509. 



Or you can 
browse the 

records 

And if you are searching the Illawarra... 



}  Colonial Secretary’s Papers, 1788-1825 
}  Returns of the colony , 1822-1857; Public service 

lists, 1858-1960 
}  Teachers’ Rolls, 1869-1908 
}  Teacher Applications and School Records, 

1850-1960 
}  Registers of Police Employment, 1847-1885 
}  Police Gazettes, 1854-1930 
}  Certificates for Publicans' Licences, 1830-1849, 

1853-1899 
}  And the list goes on... 



Returns of the Colony, 1839 



Returns of the Colony, 1833 



Police Gazettes for1854-1930 are available on Ancestry. 
They cover many aspects of everyday life... 



}  These days it is the State Coroner who ensures 
that all deaths, suspected deaths, fires and 
explosions are properly investigated.  
◦  If necessary, an inquest into the death is held. Coroners 

can also recommend measures to prevent future deaths. 
}  The Registers of Coroners' inquests and 

Magisterial inquiries (State Records NSW 343), 
which are available on Ancestry, include 
references to inquests into fires, even if there 
were no fatalities. 



Inquest 
records are a 
great source 

for local 
history. 







}  Convict records 
}  Police Gazettes, 1854-1930 
}  Gaol records (various gaols) 
}  Criminal Court Records, 1830-1945 
◦  Tip: You can do a search by locality, for example 

Wollongong. 





You can search the 
index by place name 
not just the person’s 
name. 

Ancestry has 
digitised the 

microfilm 
indexes to the 

Deceased 
Estate records 











}  The murder of Thomas Austin by John 
Hutton in 1826 (Murder at the Hell Hole) 

}  John and Sarah Makin: the infamous 
“babyfarmers”. 



http://ro.uow.edu.au/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1008&context=ihspubs 





James Spearing - 
Requested to transmit 
a copy of the order he 
brought to the Colony 
for grants for two 
relatives and himself 

Colonial Secretary’s papers, 1788-1825 
NRS 937; [Reel 6016; 4/3516 p.271] 



1828 Census Return: 
James Spearing 







John and Sarah Jane 
Makin became notorious 
as 'baby farmers'. Both 
found guilty, at their trial 
John was hanged and 
Sarah was sentenced to 
life imprisonment. Gaol Photograph 

Description Books 





Thank you 
Are there any questions? 


